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[Continued from Ne. 13 } 
yarious claims upon any of the classes of the said 
general pension fand.” 

Mr. BANKS said it would be in order to move 
the aboveas an amendment to the amendment, but 
yas clearly out of order to move it as a substitute 
for the bill, while the amendment previously offer- 
ed was pendirg. 

The CHAIR, accordingly, ruled the amendment 
out of order; when 

The question was taken on the ainendment cfier- 
ed by Mr. GARLAND of La. and decided in the ne- 
Or. WHITE renewed his amendment, as above. 

The question on which was taken by tlers, 

Messrs. Davies of Pa. and Graves acting as 
sach,) and the amendment was rejected—ayes 52, 
noes 79 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Va. the committee 
hen rose and reported the bill to the House, with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. CURTIS moved that the House adjourn; 
ani the yeas and nays heving been ordered upon 
the said motion, he withdrew it. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the previous question. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that the 
House adjourn; upon which 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yees and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 22, nays 116. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
themain question ordered; which main question 
was, Shall the bill be engrossed for a third reading? 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and 
nays on the above question; which were ordered, 
aod were—yeas 135, nays none. 

The bill was then read a third time, when 

On the motion of Mr. TURNEY, the previous 
question was moved and seconded, and the main 
question was ordered; which main question was, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill was then passed; after which, 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

Tue Houce adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, February 19, 1840. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of E Shaler; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Maine, for a Congress of Nations, to set- 
le internat:onal disputes; which was referred to the 
Committe: on Foreign Relations. 

On motion by Mr. YOUNG, the petition ofa 
homer of citizens of Illinois, praying that an an- 
nual term of the Cireuit and District Court of Iili- 
nus may be held at Chicago, now on file, was re- 
ferred to the Commiitee on the Judiciary. 

SALT DUTY AND SALT MONOPOLY IN 
THE WEST. 

Mr. BENTON asked to add certain papers to 
those already ordered to be printedon the subject 
ofthe salt duty, and the monopoly of salt in the 
West, The papers which had been ordered to be 
printed were principally from the West—chicfly 
‘rom the State of Missouri: those which he now 
presented, came from a very different quarter; they 
came from the East—and from the far East—from 
hat Asia whch groaned under the iron sceptre of 
he English East India Company. This company, 
which was acorporation, had exemplified in Asia 
‘very variety of abuse, tyranny, and oppression, 


| 





which the passions of man could suggest; and | 


among other abuses, had established a salt mo- 
monopoly throughout the vast regions over 
Which it ruled. The parallel between the 
conduet of these menopol:zers of salt in Asia 
ind in America was conplete in every particular; 
selling by the pound, instead of the measured 

|; in extortiag an enormous and unconsciona- 

Price; in appointing agents to distribute the 
‘ato the people in districts; in adulterating the 
‘alt; and in suppressing its manufacture, or pro- 


“Uct.on. In all these particulars, the coaduct of 


| 


the monopvclizers in Asia and Ametica was pre- 
cisely the same; and there was bul one poiat at 
which the Englsh company beat the American; 
and that was in the reduction of the quantity, or 
suppression of the manufacture of salt. The 
American companies effected their object by rent- 
ing salt wells and furnaces, and letting them lie 
ike, and by hiuing owners of salt water not to dig 
weils; and also by limiting the manufactu- 
rers to make but a ceitain quantity. This 
is. the way the American monopolizers 
effected their object; the English company 
in India, oa account of their military force, 
had a more compendious, cheaper, and effectual 
way to accomp!:sh the same object: it was, simp'y, 
to drive the native Hinéoos down to the sea shore, 
where the power of the sun covered the beach with 
pure strong salt, from the evaporation of sea wa- 
ter, and make them throw it all back into the sea; 
and then come to the Company’s agents and pur- 
chase ther adulterated stuff, (from one-third to 
one-hali being the amount of adulteration,) at the 
rate of about fi‘ty cents for fifteen pounds. With 
this single exception, in which the English mono- 
polizers in Asia had the advantage over the Ame- 
ricans in the mode of lessening the quantity of salt, 
their conduct was preciscly the same, and led to 
the same complaints and applications for redress. 
The Hindoos, in 1832, sent a deputation to Lon- 
don to complain to the Parliament of this salt mo- 
nopoly, and its heartless abuses. The House of 
Commons raised a select committee to inquire into 
the conduct of the East India Company generally, 
and into this abuse in particular; which committee 
took the testimony, both of natives and Engli-h- 
men, and reported the whole to Parliament; and 
here itis, said Mr. B. (holding up a large folio 
volume;) here it is; and I now have to ask the Se- 
nate to print, asa part of the salt papers -already 
ordered to be printed, the tesumony of two of 
these witnesses examined before the select com- 
mittee of the British House of Commons; one of 
the witnesses being a native Hindoo, and the other 
an Englishman. 


Mr. B. said he proposed to himselt three advan- 
iages in printing the testimony of these two wit- 
nesses; first, to show the identity of abuse from the 
salt monop:ly in Asia and in our America; se- 
condly, to show that the people of the West now 
suffer trom the salt monopolizers in the West, 
every oppression which the English East India 
Company lately indicted on the Hindoos; thirdly, 
to claim for the people of ihe West the same 
attention from Congress to their complaints against 
the salt monopoly, which the Hindoos obtained 
from the British Parliament. 

Mr. B’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. B. said that this examination into the salt 
monopoly in India, had been brought to his atten- 
tion by a friend, in consequence of the five hours?’ 
debate in the Senate, on Friday last, against print- 
ing the testimony of Wesern cilizens on the 
subject of the salt monopoly in the West. 


Mr. WALL, from the Committe on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was re‘erred tne petition of the 
heirs of Silence Elliott, made an unfavorable report 
ihereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was reterred the bill for the relief 
of Lieut. John E. Bispham, repoited the same with- 
out ameadmeat. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill to authorize the Secre ary of the 
Treasury to use chemical or any other oil in the 
lighthouses, and to make the necessary alterations 
for that purpose; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee "on Roads 
and Cana!s, reposted a bill to authorize the Mine 
a Lamotte and Mississippi Railroad Company to 
enter, on acredit, a quantity of land, to ad the 
company in the construction of a railroad from 
Mire a Lamotie, in the State of Missouri, to ihe 
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Miss:ssippi river, and for other purposes; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Cowmittee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the petition of the 
assignee of David Beard, made an unfavorable re- 
port thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
making appropriations for the payment of Revola- 
tionary and other pensioners o! the United States 
for the year 1840, was read a first and second time, 
the referred to the Committee on Finance. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the rchef of Charles Morgan of Lou- 
isiana; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran; 

The bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk and the 
legal representatives of Thomas P. Eskridge; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of William Conway; 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Babin; 

The bill for the reiief of the heirs of Madame 
De Lusser; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Campan; 

The bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburg land district, State of Louisiana; 
were severally taken up,as in Committee of the 
Whole, considered, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolution from the Select Committee on 
the assumption of the debts of the States was 
thea taken up, and Mr. CLAY of Kentucky ad- 
dressed the Senate at length on the subject. 

Mr. SEVIER intimated an intention ef address- 
ing the Senate on the subject, and, on his motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, February 19, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Post Office Department, en- 
closing a report of the expenditures of that De- 
partment for the year ending 30th June, 1839, 
which was, 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the 
Committee on the Expenditures in the Post Office 
Depariment. . 

The SPEAKER announced that the first’ busi- 
ness in order was the resolution reported from the 
Commitiee of Elections by Mr. Campsety, chair- 
man, asking the Hou-e to grant that coummittes the 
privilege to have all printing done which is deemed 
necessary to facilitate the investigation of the New 
Jersey disputed election. 

The question pending when the resolution was 
last under consideration, wasthe motion of Mr. 
Cave Jvunson to amend the propo-ition with the 
following, as a substiute: 

Resolved, That all the proceedings and papers be- 
fore the Committee of Elections in relation to the 
New Jersey elecion, be reported to the House by 
the committee, with a statement of the name: of 
the individuals who ree ived a majority of all the 
votes given at the election for members of the 26th 
Congress in that State, and that the same be print- 
ed tor the use of the House, and the commitice 
have leave to have such other papers and decu- 
ments ia relation to other contested elections, pend- 
ing before them, printed by the public Prioter of 
Congress. 

Mr. FILLMORE, who was entitled to the floor 
On this proposition, was priceedipg to discuss the 
proceedings of the committee, when he was inter- 
rupted by 

Mr. PETRIKIN, whomade the fol'owing point 
of order. It was not in order for the chairman ef 
a commitice, or any other member of a committee, 
or of the House, to allude upon that floor, to any 
thing which has taken place in committee, or. in 
any way relate, in debate, what was done by said 


committee, or by the individual ,members of the . 
commiltez, exceptitis done by a counter report , 


made to the House by authorjty ofa majority of 
the committee. 
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The CHAIR decided that it was not in order for 
the gentleman from New York to allude to the pro- 
ceedings of the committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE. Is it not in order to answer 
the arguments already made on the ec ions of the 
committee, and to notice, in reply, the insinuations 
against the committee? 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it wou'd 
not be out of order to refer to the sitvation o* the 
business before the committee, but it would be en- 
tnely out of order to discuss or refer to parucular 
votes of any member in the commit'er. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no desire to refer 
to the votes of the members of the committee. The 
journal of the commitiee would show that when it 
was published. In reference io the question, he 
would say that he was not surprised at any pro- 
position that might be made to that House, and he 
might say surprised at any action of that House, 
if it would not be out of order todo so. In justifi- 
cation of the committee, he would sity, that not one 
member of it anticipated that such a mo i-n as this 
would have been mace, He could nol, how- 
ever, believe that if the honorable gentleman 
who made the proposition knew the cundi- 
tion of the business of the comaitiee, he 
could have been induced to make such a mo- 
tion. He thought his ignerance cf its situation 
was the only apology that gentleman could make 
for the singular course he had thought proper to 
take. Mr. F. then referred to the history of the 
New Jersey question when it was before the 
House, and before it was referred to the com- 
mittee; and from a relation of that history, he in- 
quired whether it was the intention of the House for 
that committee to make a preliminary report. He 
inferred from the action of the House, that it had 
already sanctioned the proceeding that there shou'd 
be no repo:tas wo which of the parties had the 
legal returns, and read the resolution referring the 
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subject, in proof of that fact. That resolu- 
tion directed the ecommitice to inquire and 
report, not as to the return, but who were 


entitled to the seats. The commi'tee met, and 
had been in session almost every day since, from 
seven to ten hours per day, doing every thing in 
its power to enable it to place the subject in proper 
order before the House. The question had come 
up im the committee, whether they should make a 
prelimanary report first, as to who was entitled on the 
refurn to a seat on that floor, before the committee 
proceeded to investigate, to ascertain who was 
elected, or Jegally entitled to seats. After some 
discussion, the committee cou'd not agree to any 
preliminary report, but agreed to go into a full in- 
vestigation of the election itself. 

The CHAIR here interfered, and said that it 
was not in order to discuss the proceedings uf 
the committee. 

Mr. F. then went on to show what the powers of 
the House were over the subject, under the Consti- 
tution, and how much of that power had been 
transferred to the committee. He was understood 
to say that the powers over the question were en- 
urely of a judicial, and not of a legislative charac- 
ter; and consequently the committee for the House 
were not allowed to exercise any discretion, but 
were bound to go into the investigation alter the 
manner of investigations before courts, and to be 
governed by the laws and the, Constitution, to the 
same extent as the courts. The powers of the 
House to judge of the qualifications, elections, and 
returns of its members, were entirely distinct and 
independent of each other, and could not be con- 
fuunded, unless the Constitution was entirely blot- 
ted out. The House had itself raised no question 
as to the qualification of the contestants; from 
that he argued that the questions of election and 
reurns alone were referred to the committee. Mr. 
F. referred to the British practice, and to historical 
facts, to show what it was that constituted a return. 
It had a definite meaning; and, according 'o British 
practice, was the official resuit of the election, cer- 
tified by the sheriffs, and held under a writ issued 
from the court of chancery to said sheriff, and this 
return of the sheriff was the prima facie evidence 
of election. It had been left by the Constitution 
of the United States for the States to prescribe the 
mode of return for members of Congress; and it 
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was not the mere giving of votes, or cerulying to 
the votes, that constituted a returp, but the legal 
forms which the States had adop'ed as evidence of 
return. He contended that there was uo mterme- 
diate poiat between the election and the return, and 
ihat they must be judged of distinctly apd sepa- 
rately; end inasmuch as the House had set aside 
the return, it would be doing great injustice to the 
committee, to pass this 1e-0'uton to compel it to 
make a report upon the rerurn. He thought the 
rejection of the return by the Hlouse was sufficient 
authority for the commiltee to act upon it or to 
thrnst it again before the House. He denounced 
the course the House had pursue! im relaticn to 
the return of the State of New Jersey; which, he 
said, bad been trampled under foot, because evi- 
dence had been presented to it which went to ques- 
lion the return, and which caused its rejection, and 
yet was deemed sufficient to give the cppcs te par- 
tyative to the seats. The evidence was merely 
suflicient to crea'e a vacuum. After a discussion 
in committee for several days, (in view of the 1e- 
jection of the returas by the House, and its having 
raised no question as to qualification,) it deter- 
mined to go into an invest'gition of the election, 
the only question before it; wnat is, to ascertain who 
were elected, or had the majority of legal votes 
The eccemmittee had taken up the evideoce before it 
to ascertain its compe‘ence—and it had decided 
that some portion of the testimony was incompe- 
tent, because sufficient time had not been given to 
the opposite party to be present when it was taken. 
In consequence of this, further time was asked by 
the parties to take testimony. 

Objection was here interposed to prevent the gen- 
t'eman from arraigning the proceedings of the coun- 
mittee before the House. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine hoped the gentleman 
would be permittedto proceed. He was wi'ling, 
and the Democra's were willing, that he should go 
on. He was bound to believe that that the ques- 
tion was safe in the hands of the Democratic por- 
tien of that committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE resumed, and was preceeding 
to show, from the condition of the subject before 
the committee, thatit could not report; and was in 
the act of reading a resolution adopted by the 
committee, in which ithad determined, witha view of 
giving time tothe contestants to take testimony, that 
it would not make a report before the second Mon- 
day of April next; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN again interposed a point of 
order, Whether it was proper for the gentleman to 
read to the House a resolution, adopted in the 
committee, which had not been reported. 

The CHAIR said it was not in order to do so; 
but if the Hovse thought proper to permit it, he 
could have no objection. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the gentleman would be al- 
lowed to proceed until] a full investigation was 
gone through wuh, and that the Housz would do 
no other business until it was settled as to who 
were enti'led to seats from New Jersev. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina was sur- 
prised that any gentleman who wished to see 
New Jersey fully represen'ed in the House, should 
be in favor of this mode of discussion. If per- 
mitted to go on in this way, it would consume the 
who'e session to no purpose. 

Mr. HAND of New York moved that his col- 
league be allowed to procee |. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to the House, 
when 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked if a majority could 
give permission to the gentleman to go on outof 
order? 

The SPEAKER said he cou'd only put the 
question to the House on the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Hanp.] If the House 
permitted the gentleman to proceed, it would then 
be for it to determine whether he proceeded in 
oider or not. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said it required a vote of two- 
thirds to authorize a gentleman to discuss a subject 
not in order. A majority could not dispense 
with the standing orders of the House, and 
had ro right to allow a member to go on 
out of order. When a gentleman was called 
to order for discussing a matter not before the 
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House, and the Caair decided that Le was out o; 
order, he might get the leave of the House to go t 
with his remarks in order, but not out of o a 
Where would the evil stop if a bare 
could permit a gent'eman to consume 
the House by discussion out of orde;2 
ness of the country could never be got through 
with if this practice was permitted. He mae 
these objections (Mr. P. said) nc t on account 
any personal or party Considerations, but solely 
for the purpose of bringing back the House 10 that 
regula ity and order of proceediag so essential jo 
all jegi-lative bodies, and from which there had 
been a lamentable departure for almost the wh 
of this session, Who would be a member of “ 
committee (Mr. P. asked) if all its proceedines 
were to be commented on in that House before it 
had made any repori? 

Mr. FILLMORE siid be had nearly finished 
reading the re-olation when he was interrupted, 
He wished to read it tor the purpose ef showing to 
the Houve how impossible it was for the commitee 
to make a report as required by the amendment of 
the gentleman from ‘tennessee If the Cuair de- 
cided that it was not in order for him to read that 
paper, he must acquiesce in the decision; but, og 
his part, be thought that he was in crder. 

The SPEAKER asked the gent'eman if he 
wished to appeal from the decision of the Ciair; 
and suggested to him that he had better take tha; 
course, or accomplish bis object in anether way, by 
moving for permission of the House to read the 
paper. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved that he be permit. 
ted to read such portions of the proceedings of the 
committce as the amendment proposed to have 
printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for tellers on the motion, 
whch were not ordered, and the question was taken 
by count, resulting—ayes 95, noes not counted, 

Mr. DUNCAN then rose and demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered; when 

Mr. BRIGGS asked if it was not in order for the 
gent’eman to read a parser on which there was a 
qne:tion before the House, whether it should be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman from 
New York had no right to read papers containing 
tie rroceedings of the committee, (not reported 
by it,) although the amendment undcr discussion 
proposed to print those proceed ngs. 

Mr. ADAMS. Ifthe Speaker decides that pa- 
pers, which a motion is made te print, shall not be 
read, I appeal from that decision. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina asked if 1 
was not out of order to print papers which ha! 
not been reported to the Flouse by the committee. 

The SPEAKER said that was a question for the 
Tiouse to deeide. 

Mr. STANLY ca'led for the reading of all the 
papers which the amendment contemplated print- 
bg. 

The SPEAKER said the papers were not ia pes- 
session of the House. 

Mr. STANLY. Then you are going to print 
papers which are not in possession of the House. 

Mr. RIVES explained that the amendment pri- 
posed by the gentieman from Ternessee was, that 
the commiitee be r quired to report to the House, 
and that then the papers, afer they came into the 
possession of the House, should be printed. He 
wou'd second the mctioa of the gentleman from 
North Carolina to have the papers brought before 
the House, and then have them printed forthwith. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut argued that it would 
be a censure on the committee to pass this resolu- 
tion, and do great injust ‘ce to it, if the members 
were not permitted to place themselves right before 
the House and the country. The committee was 
not prepared to report, notwithstandiog it had been 
very industrious in investigating the subjects before 
it. If the House passed this resolution, it would 
be an invasion of the rights of the committee, and 
would be assailing it, and unjustly arraign it befure 
the nation. He considered the proceeding a most 
novel one. But if the House was determined 
to take action upen it, he thought it due 
that the members of the committee should be 
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ason why it would be impessible to make a 
report fer a momh. The committee was now try- 
ing the contested election from Pennsylvania, which 
alone would occupy a m« nth. Ey, eee 

Mr. S. spoke at some length in vindication of the 
rights of th? commitiee, and tu show the great im- 
propriety of adopting the resolution, 

The discussion of the subject was here arre-ted, 
ihe morning hour having expired, by 

Mr. PETRIKIN, who called for the orders of 
the day. : e 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee asked if it would 
notte in order to move to proceed with the busi- 
ness now before them. ; 

The CHAIR said it would not, without a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 

Mr. RIVES said, for the purpose of makirg the 
motion in relation to that matter, and toenabie the 
House to decide a great question involving the 
nights of members to seats, and for the purpose of 
having speedy action thereon, he moved a suspen- 
gon of the rules; and on that question demanded 
ihe yeas and nays. 

The CHAIR said the motion of the gentleman 
fom Pennsylvania, [Mr. Perrixin,] had piece- 
dence. It would be for a majority of the House to 
decide whether it would go on with the orders or 
yot. If the majority preferred continuing the con- 
sideration of the New Jersey case, it could show 
that pre‘erence by voting down the motion of the 
centleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RIVES. For the purp‘se of ascertaining 
the decision of the House in reference to a continu: 
ation of he New Jersey case, 1 move that the qve:- 
jon on the motion of the gentleman from Penn- 
ylvania be taken by yeas and nays. Then 
all whu desire to see the State of New Jersey fully 
represented? on this floor would vote egainst the 
motion to proceed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I tell the gentleman that 
the true members of New Jersey have gone home. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on a 
suspension of the rules, were—yeas 97, nays 92. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, AnJrews, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson 
Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
( es Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, 
Cushing, Davies, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
leberry, Dennis, Evans, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gates, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Granger, Graves, Green, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William 3. Hastings, Henry, 
Joho Hill, of Va. Hoffman, Hopkins, James, Charles John- 
“on, John W. Jones, Kempshall, King, Lawrence, Lewis, 
lincoln, Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Msbet, Osborne Palen, Petrikin, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstal', Si- 
monton, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tripleut. Trumbull, 
Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, 
John White, Wick, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph. L. Willams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albeit G. 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgovle, Duncan, Eari, 
Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Geatry, Gerry, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Jolin Hill, ot 
‘©. Holleman, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Jo- 
‘ph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kem- 
_ Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallery, 
fell, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, 
Parmenter, Pairis, Paynter, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith, 
Pa Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Strong, Sumter, 
*wearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 
hompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watter- 
‘on, Weller, Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams—92. 


Chere not bemg two-ihirds, the rules were not 

M0 and the House proceedcd to the orders 
e day. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, by permis ion, reported the fol- 
wing bill : 

ABILL additional to the act on the subject of 
Treasury notes. 

Stc. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United states of America, in 
Congress assembled, That the regulaticns and pro- 
‘isons contained in the act passed the twe'{th day 
*! October, in the year one thousand cight hundred 
ind thi:ty-seven, entitled “An act to authorize the 
‘Suing of Treasury notes,” and in the subsequent 
cls in addition thereto, be, and the same are hereby, 
renewed, and made in sull force, excepting the 
smiations concerning the times within which such 
‘testmay be issued, and restricting the amount 
‘“ereof as hereafter provided. 
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Sec. 2. Ani be it further enacted, That. under the 


Treasury notes may be issucd in liew of others here- 
afier or heieto‘ore rececmed, but not to exceed in 
ihe amount of notes outstanding al eny one time, 
the aggregate of Nve millions of dollars, and to be 
redeemed sooner than one year, if the means of the 
Treasury will perm't, by giving notice sixty days, 
of those notes which the Department is ready to 
redeem: no interest to be allowed thereon afler the 
expiration of said sixty days. 

Sec. 3. “nd be tt further enacted, That this 
act shail continue in force one year, and no longer. 

The bill having been twice read, was, 

On motion of Mr. JONKS, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. W. JONES said he had been directed by 
the Committees of Ways and Means to ask that the 
bill be made the special order of the day for te- 
morrow weck,and that it te proceeded with until dis- 
posedof. [Cries of & No,” “ No,” from severas. | 
Mr. J. said, after the communication from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, presented to the House 
on yerterday, it could not be necessary for him to 
state any thing in reference to the impertance of 
immediate acuion on that bill. The propriety of 
the motion he was about to submit would be appa- 
rent to every one. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected to the moticn, and 
called Mr. J. to order. 

Mr. JONES then moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of introducing his motion. 

Mr. TUKNEY demanced the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. BIDDLE appealed to the candor of the gen- 
tleman from Virg nia, whether it would be fair in 
him to deprive h:m of the floor, by pressing the 
motion, after he had, through courtesy, yielded i'. 

Mr. JONES would readily answer that he was 
ceriainly indebted to the courtesy of the gentleman 
for an opportunity to offer his resolution; end if he 
had supposed for a moment that be interfered, in 
the slightest degree, with the course the gentleman 
had marked out for himse'f, he would not press 
his motion. As it was, if the gentleman consi- 
dered the resolution in that light he would with- 
draw it. 

Mr. BIDDLE thought it would be an invasion 
of bis right to the floor. The gen'leman conld 
have some other opportunity of subm.tung bis mo- 
lion. 

Mr. JONES then withdrew his motion. 

The SPEAKER then anncunced that the busi- 
ness before the House was the bill making appro- 
priaticn to complete the removal of the raft of the 
Ked river, and for other purposes, on which was 
pending the metion of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvana [Mr. Bipptr] to refer the same to the 
Committee of Waysand Means, with instructions 
to inquire and report to the House as follows: 

1. Whether the advance of money by the Bank 
of Arkansas, which it is one of the objects of this 
bill to reimburse, was not made with full know- 
ledge that the agent of the United States who ef- 
fected the loan was acting in defiance of positive 
instructions from his superiors, as well as in tie 
face of a known refusal by Congress to appropriate 
money to the werk. 

2. Whether the estimate on which the bill is 
founded was not mace by the said agent prior to 
the closing up of the raft in August last; and 
whether any satisfactory data exist for computing 
the probable costof removing the preseat im pedi- 
ments to nav gation. 

3. Whether the sum appropriated by this bill is 
calied for in the estimates accompanying the Pie 
sidenv’s message. 

4. Whether the bill is not of such a character 
thatit ought to have cr g nated in this House. 

Mr. BIDDLE, who was entitled to the floor, 
commenced by saying thst his honorable friend 
from Virginia [Mr. Jones} would read ly under- 
stand why he was so reluctant to grant him the in- 
dulgence he asked. The gentleman was aware 
that h s (Mr. B’s) motion had ariested the bi!l that 
was now before the Hovse, when it first came 
from the Sena’e; that many gentlemen around him, 


| regulanions and proviciens contained in said act, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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and particulariy his fiiead from Louisiana [Mre. 
R. Gancanp] wok the Ceepest iterest in its pas- 
sage, and therefore it was somewhat meumbent ia 
him to press its consideration at this time. When 
this bill was befere the Hou e on a former occa- 
sion, he was one of those who protested against 
any action on it,or areference of it to a commilt- 
tee, who, it seemed, were expected to report on it 
withoutexanination or critisism. It did not then 
occur to him that this bill had a connection with a 
passage found in the documents accompanying the 
President’s message, which struck his attention at 
the umehe read them. He should ask the atten- 
tion of the House to the bill in connection with 
those documents, and if any gentleman had that 
mass of documents before him, he would be grati- 
hed if he would turn to them, and accompany him 
by references to them 1a the course of his remarks 
he shouldnow make. Mr. B. then referred toa 
communication from the Superintendent to the 
War Department, dated at St. Louis, 12th June, 
1839, in which he stated the circumstances under 
which he had opened a communication with the 
planters on the Red river, which resulted in ob- 
taining a joan for carrying on the work. 

Mr. B. also referred to several other docume ts 
having a relation to the subject, and then proceeded 
{o comment with much severity on the proceedings 
of the superin'endent, and the sanction which he 
alleged was given to them by the War Department. 
In making an estimate for an appropriation to 
cover the amount which the superntendent had 
expended in this way, Mr. B. contended that the 
Depaitment held out a temptation to extravagance 
end abuse of trust on the part of its subordinates. 
This es imate, he said, was drawn up ia compliance 
with the pledge made by the superintendent to the 
Pank of Arkansas. There was no other estimate. 
The bill adopted it, and took it up in presence of 
ihis pledge to that bank. Now the very first tem 
in that estimate was for the reimbursement of the 
money which wasthus obtained and expended by 
the superintendent, with the full knowledge that it 
was done in violation cf his orders. Mr. B. then 
wentontocontend that they bad no information 
with regard to the present condition of the work, 
or what was necessary to be done on it, and tha 
the superintendent had not visited it at the time he 
wade his last communication to the Department. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas followed in reply to 
Mr. Bippte, and described the situation of the Hed 
River, and the condition of the county, and how 
farit would destroy private interes's there, as well 
as the interests of the Government, to discontinue 
the appropriations for removing the ob-tructions to 
this river. A large portion ot the lands redeemed 
belong to the Government; and a great quantity 
had already been sold, and had brought into the 
public Treasury about one and a half millions of 
dollars. It would be mo.t unjust to the purchasers 
to discontinue the improvements in that river,when 
the land was purchased under the impression that 
the Government would complete what it had al- 
ready begun; in fact, it would result in a total loss 
to the most of them. Without removing the ob- 
structions, it would be impossible to protect the 


inhabitants of that county against the Ind ans, it 


they should undertake to wage war against them. 
It was al o most important for the prosecution ot 
irade, to remove the obstractions, 

The raft i'self was compesed of accumulations 
of fluating tunber, choking up the channel of the 
river, apd coud not be passed nor repassed. ‘I'bis, 
atone fered of time, extended up and down the 
river fora d s‘ance of 150 mile-; but the superin- 
tendent, under whose charge the work has been 
carried on for several years past, had removed the 
whole of theze obstructions, though not effectually. 
The channel! was yei too narrow, and, at the bends 
of the r.ver, the floating timber coming down hat 
lodged, and thus commenced ihe forming of new 
rafts tha! formed last year, extending something 
like one mile; but, at the present time, to about 
four or five miles. Ths was conunually increas- 
ing, and cnless the work was speedily commenced, 
would g:ow to such an extent as to make the cost 
of removal very considerable. If the Government 
designed to prosecute this work, and kerp pace 
with the extensive settlements on tae river above 
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the raft, the appropriation ought to be speedily 
made. If not, they bad betier abandon the work 
at once, and let those interested in it know what 
they had to expect. He was very sue that 
neither tr» superintendent, nor the War D+ par.- 
ment, no’ any one connected with it, were entitled 
to the censures cast On them by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. The gentleman was mistaken in 
one point. The .1vance was made by the plan- 
ters interested inane navigation of the river, and 
not by the Bank of Arkansas; and the superinten- 
dent said expressly to them, that he was unwilling 
to incur any liability, and that be could not pledge 
them the faith of Congress for the 1e‘emption of 
this money; that if they advanced it, they must 
do so; they must look to Congress for reimburse- 
ment. The citizens of Arkansas, therefore, made 
the advance on ther owa responsibility, and they 
did it upon a_ conviction that the Government 
would not abanacn a work of so much importance 
tw them as wellas tothe United States. Mr. C., 
said that the superintendent having a prrfect 
knowledge of tbe character of the work on whch 
he had been engaged for so many years, and hav- 
ing been there last year, it did not occur to him that 
it was necessary for him to visitit at the time he 
made his last communication to the Department. 
This objection, therefore, of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, was satisfactorily, he hoped, 
answered. Mr. C. said he disciamed the 
idea of resting the success of this appropriation on 
Executive favor. He rested it on the importance 
of the work as well to the interests of the ciizens of 
Ackansas as to those of the Government. Ifthe ap- 
propriation was not justly due to the people of that 
section of country—if Congress did not consult the 
interests of the Government in making it, let the 
work be abandoned. But he took the ground that 
the implied faith of the Government was pledged 
to those citizens, who had paid millions into the 
Treasury for the purchase of lands on that river, 
under an expectation that the work wou'd go on— 
and, further, that the Government would derive 
more advantage from the appropriation than the 
settlers themselves. In ad tition to this, it must be 
rematked, that the free navigation of that river 
was essential to the defence of the people of Ar- 
kansas from the Indians, placed by the Govern- 
ment on their borders. He should suppose that 
there was no question of the power of the Senate to 
make this appropriation, as assumed by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. It was pota new ap- 
propriation, but a continuation of a work that 
had been carried on for years; and though 
it was conceded that the Senate had no 
right to originate appropriation bil’s, yet he 
apprehended that that objecton could not 
be made to their originating a bill to continue a 
work already commenced, and in progress. Mr. 
C. said he was not now inclined to enter into the 
merits of the bill; he would prefer doing so 
when it came up regularly before the House. He 
had shown in a desultory and unconnected manner 
the evils that would ensue fiom putting a stoptoth's 
work; and he would further add, that the improve 
ments made in the river had notonly increased the 
sales of the public lands in its vicinity to an un- 
exampled degree, but had saved the Government 
upwards of $40,000 in the transportation of its 
stores and munitions of war to the forts in the In- 
dian country. 

Mr. RK. GARLAND said he regretted that the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Bippte} had thought proper to make some of the 
rematks which he did, and he hoped that he 
would permit the reference to be made without the 
instructions. The information which he wished to 
elicit by them was to be found in the documents; 
and whatever of it that could not be found there 
would, he believed, be deemed not of much im- 
portance. Mr. G. then quoted the resolution of 
Mr. BippLe, and went on to show that the agent 
himself had stated all the information on facts 
there required. Under the well-grounded im- 
pressions that the Department had the right to 
entertain the opinion that Congress would con- 
unue the appropriations for works on which it had 
already appropriated some hundred thousands of 
dollars; and‘ considering the great distance from 
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the seat of Government, and that they had not 
time to make known the failure of the appropria- 
tion of last year, he thought the superintendent had 
acted very properly in continuing the work by the 
means he had resorted to. Considering the great 
importance of this improvement to the people of that 
section of country, and that by means of a furma- 
tion of the raft they would be cut off from market, 
they were justified in making this advance, with the 
hope that Cong:ess would continue the appropria- 
tion. Bat when they were info:med that Congress 
had failed to do so, the agent had overrun the 
amount in his bands, $4,000; and he informed the 
people distinctly that he would not pledge the faith 
of Congress, but if they thought proper to make 
advances, he wou'd — influence to precure an 
appropriaticn to indematly them. There was no 
allegation that this money had been nisplaced or 
not used advantageously; on the contrary, it 
must be admitted that the conduct of the 
agent was judicious and praiseworthy. It 
seemed a curious way to punish one of the of- 
ficers of the Government to put a stop toa work 
which had been going on for years. It would be 
better to reach that officer in some other way. 
When the gentleman looked further into this mat- 
ter, he would find that the superiaterndent had ad- 
hered to the strict letter of his instractions, and had 
done nothing censurable. All the information that 
the commitiee could possibly give the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania was already in the documents, 
and it was just as easy for him to read it there as 
when it was sent back from the committee. Mr. 
G. went on to show the advantages which the Go- 
vernment derived from this improvement. The 
money expended there had been returned fivefold 
from the sales of the lands reclaimed. He a'so re- 
ferred to the immense saving to the Government 1a 
transportation of supplies to the forts above, whch, 
as the documents would siow, was upwards of 
$40,000. 

On motion of Mr. BEATTY, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 20, 1840. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petiton of a noum- 
ber of citizens of McDonough county, Lilinois, 
praying theestablishment of a mail route; which 
was relerred to the Commitice on the Post Oftice 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a 
namber of the citizens of the State of New York, 
praying the enactment of uniform laws on the sub- 
ject of bankruptcies; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WHITE presenied a resolution passed by 
the Legislature of the S ate of Indiana, inst ucting 
their Senators and requesting their Representatives 
tu use their exertions to procure the establishment 
of a mail reute; which was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a resulution of the same 
body, instructing their Senators and requesting 
their Representatives to use their exert ons to pro- 
cure a grant of land for the construction and sup- 
port of an asylum for the educat on and support of 
the deaf, dumb, and bling; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial cf a 
number of officers of the line of the army, pray- 
ing for equalization of emolument with the staff; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. WALKER subm tted certain documents in 
relation to the claim of Willis McDonald; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Enoch 
Evans, praying the confirmation of his tit'e to a 
tract of land; which was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. PORTER presented the proceedings of a 
merting held at Pontiac, in the State of Michigan, 
praying for the abolition of slavery, &c. the motion 
to receive which was, 

On motion of Mr. KING, laid upon the tab'e. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial of the 
Farmers and Mechanics Bank of Michigan, pray- 











ing an extension of time for the payment of a de, 
owing to the United States; which was referje) ;, 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, irom the Commitee on Fi. 
nance, to which was referred the bill making ap. 
propriat:ons for the payment of Revolutionary 
pensioners for the year 1840), reporied the simp 
with an amendment, which was considered aud 
agreed to. ‘ 

The bill was then taken up by general cons 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill tor the relief of James M. Morgan Sia 
taken up as in Committee of the Whole, conside re, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third teading, ’ 

Mr. NORVELL said there was a bill on the eg. 
lendar, of very great importance to the new Sates 
which he would ask the unanimous consent of ihe 
Senate now to take up for the purpose of makine 
it a special order. - 

The Senate having unanimously concurred, the 
bill making grants of public lands to certain States, 
for purposes of internal improvement, was iaken 
up, and made the special order of the day i, 
Thursday, the 5th Merch. 

Mr. NICHOLAS asked the unanimous consen: 
of the Senate to take up the bill to revive the ac 
entitled “An act to enable claimants to lands w) ). 
in the limits of Missuuri and the Territory of Ap. 
kansas, to institute proceedings to try the valiiuy 
of their claims,” approved the 26:h of May, 1824, 
and an act amending the same, and extending thy 
provisions of said acts to claimants to lands wiih 
the Siates of Louisiana and Mississippi; which was 
agrecd to. 

The bill was then taken up, and made the order 
of the day for Monday, the 9th of March. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked “and obiained leave to bring in a bill for tie 
establishment of an additional peasion agency a 
Springfield, Illinois, which was read twice, and :e- 
ferred to the Committee cn Pensicns, 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the mes:age of the President 
on the subject, reporied a bill fir reguiating com- 
mercis! intercourse with the colony of Cayenne, in 
French Guiana, and to remil certain daties; which 
was read, and ordered to a s‘cond reading. 

Mr. BETTS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was re’erred the petition of Lucy Eaton 
and the petition cf Aaron Payne, mace unfavorable 
reports thereon, and asked to be discharzed from 
their consideration; which was agreed to, 

Mr. PIERCE submitted the following resolution, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committce on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of al- 
fording Samuel Colt such aid as may enable him 
to make ferther exper ments in h's late discoveries 
and improvements in munitions of war. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The fol'owing eagrossed bills, v.z: 

The bill for the relief of Cartes Morgan of Lou- 
siana; 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran; 

The bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk and the 
legal representatives of Thomas P. Eskridge; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal te- 
presentatives of William Conway; 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Babin; 

Toe bill for the relief of Joseph Campan; 

The bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburg land district, Siate of Louisiana; 

The bill for the relief of James M. Morgan; 
were taken up on their third reading, read a third 
time, and pas.ed. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

The report of the Select Committee on the & 
assumption of State debts by the General Govert- 
ment was taken up, and Mr. SEVIER addressed 
the Senate at length on the subject. oe 

The question was then taken on the motion 0! 
Mr. Cray of Keatucky to postpone the whole sub- 
ject indefinitely, and was decided in the negalive— 
ayes 15, noes 27, as follows: : 

AYES—Mes:ts. Betts, Clay of Kentacky, Ciaj- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Mer- 
rick, Porter, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Tallmadge, acd White—15. 
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—NOES—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay cf Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Grendy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
wit Sirange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—9Q7. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that though he was very 
anxious to have the question taken on the report 
of the committee, he was not disposed to press the 
consideration of it more hastily than wouid com- 
port with the conveniesce of the Senate. Tt, 
‘herefore, any Senator was desirous of addressing 
he Senate on the subject, he was willing that it 
gould now be informally passed over. 

Oa metion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the ques- 
on was postponed until Monday next, with the un- 
jersianding that it would be then taken up, and 
discussed until disposed of. 

A message was received from the House, stating 
chat the amendment of the Senate to the peasion 
pill had been concurred in. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS, 

The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
unfavorab'e to the claim of Jabal B. Hancock, 
wasthen taken up, and after being discussed by 
Messrs. KING, SEVIER, LUMPKIN, CLAY ot 
Alabama, WHITE, and FTUBBARD, 

Mr. KING movcd that the report be referred 
hack to the Committee, with instructions to bring 
aa bill for his relief. ! 

The qustion was taken on this motion, and de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 9, noes 18. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvrspay, February 2), 1840. 
After the reading of the journal, 
Mr. FILLMORE raised a question as to the cor- 
ree’ness of the journal, in that part which related to 
the eause for which he was arrested in hs remarks 


-onyert riay; and 


After a few remarks from Me srs. PETRIKIN, 
FILLMORE, and HOLLEMAN, as to the matter 
of factat issue, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the journal 
by substituting for the record, as a reason why he 
was called to order, in substance, the following: 
“That while he was reading a resolution adopted 
by the Committee cf Elections, in relation to the 
New Jersey contest, the reading was objected to, 
and he was called to order;”? and 

After some further divcus-ion between Messrs. 
PETRIKIN, HAND, FILLMURE, and ADAMS, 
the amer d ment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announce! that the first busi- 
ness in order was the resclation reported from the 
Commit'ee of Elections by Mr. Campsent, chair- 
man, esking the Hous» to grant that committee the 
privilege to have all printing done which is deemed 
necessary to facilitate the investigation of the New 
Jersey disputed election. 

The question pending when the resolution was 
lat unter consideration, was the motion of Mr. 
Cave Jonnson to amend the propesition wiih the 
flowing, as a sub-titutes 

Kesolved, Thatall the proceedings and papers before the 
\ itee of Elections, in rclation to the New Jersey election, 

feported to the House by the committee, with a statement 

‘ thenames of the individuals who received a majority of all 
tne votes ziven at the el ction for members of the Twenty-stxth 
Congress in that State, and that the same be printed for the use 

I the House, and the committee have leave to have such other 
papers and documents in relation to other con'ested elections, 
pending before them, piloted by the public Printer of Congress. 

The que-tion immediately before the House was 
the appeal of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. ADams,] {rom the decision of the Spraker, 
aatit Was pet in order for the gentleman fiom 
New York [Mr. Firumore] to read to the Elouse 
lie resolu'ioa or proceedings of the Committee of 
Eections, not then in possession of the House, and 
¥hich it was proposed to print. 

Mr. RUSSELL here rose and said it was known 
that the committees had not been afforded an oppor- 
\mnity to report this session; and asked the general 


consent of tie Houce to move the following resolu- | 


on : 


Resolved, Vhat the several committees ofthe Honse which 
have not been regularly called for reports of the present session 
of Congress, be ca'led to-morrow, immediately after the reading 
ofthe journal, which shall have preference to all other business 
until the respective committees shall have been called. 


eS 





Mr. RUSSELL moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to offer the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the motion could not te 
admitted except by general consent, the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Fittmore] being entitled to 
the floor on another subject. 

The appeal was debated at great length by 

Mr. ADAMS, who had taken the appeal, he 
said, from abso!n'e necessity, and contended that 
the gentleman from New York had the right to 
read the papers; and, furthermore, any member ot 
the House had the right to call for the reading of 
ail the papers which it was proposed to print; and 
read the rule in support of this position. He said 
if the decis'on of the Cnatr should be sus‘ained, 
the freedom of specch woffld be denied that gentle- 
man, and it would be difficult for him to assiga a 
reason why it wou'd be impossible for that com- 
mittee toreport. He thought he was entitled to 
the rightto read; and was opposed to vote to give 
him permission to do that whieh he was entitled to 
donnder the yule. Mr. A. believed, if the princi- 
ples involved in the decision should obtain, the 
rights of a member, in this partcular, would en- 
tire'y depeud hereafter upon the will of a majo- 
rity. His experience on that flor taught him that 
priviteges would be granted to a member with re- 
r-gard to whether he belonged to a majority ora 
miner.ty party. The rules were a most detestable 
means inthe hands of a majority. Every rule 
was, and could be, made the instrument in the 
hants of anarlitrary majority to restrict the rights 
of members, and he hoped there would be such a 
revolution, in this respect, as would restore the 
rules to their legitimate purposes. It was for the 
reason above that he wished to settle the prn- 
ciple thatany member had the right to read, in 
iflustrati n ef, or to enforce his argument, any mat- 
ter which he thought pertinent, and not leave it 
subject to the arbitrary will of a majority to say 
what his rights were. He maintained that the let- 
ter of the rules gives the righito call for the read- 
ing of any paper to elucidate an argument. The 
rights of members were already sufficiently pinched 
by means of the previous question, motions to lay on 
the table, and punctilious and caplious questions 
of order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN maintained that a committee 
was a distinct body of Tniiviiuals, and that it was 
entirely out of order to read papers, and to arraign 
1's proceedings, tefore the Tlouse, whilst they were 
exciusively under he control of the comunitiee. ‘The 
privileges of the committee could not te violated 
by a single member of it making use of matier 
which was alone under its control. He contended 
the latter clause of the original proposition to print 
was itself out of o.der, and tie proposition to read 
was doubly so. 

Mr. POPE agreed with the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Peraikin,] that they could 
not discuss any papers and proceedings of a com- 
mittee until they were reported to the House, or 
the committee was discharged. The proposition 
was what he consdered an indirect way to dis- 
charge it; and he thought it would be more manly 
to move a formal orter fora discharge. It was 
an atiempt to decide the New Jersey coatest with- 
out that thorongh investigation which was contem- 
plated when the matter was referred to the com- 
mittee. “The committee have sent for persons and 
papers to carry out the views of the Hc use; and it 
would be improper to arrest the commitice in the 
execution of its order. For one, he was not wil- 
ling to vote b'indfclde!. If the quest’on to report 
aad to print could be entertamed, the members 
should have the privilege of knowing what it was 
that was proposed to be yrinted. He suggested to 
the gentieman from Tenne«see, [ Mr. Jounson,] that 
it would be better to discharge the committee than 
to“press the question in its present form. If the 
appeal was withdrawn, he would raise the ques- 
tion whether it was competent to entertain the 
proposition to print. 

Mr. BANKS rose to inquire of the Cuarrn what 
was the sctnal question before the House. Was 
it wh<ther the gentleman from New York should 
be permitted to preceed with his remarks, or to 
read the papers which had been acted on by the 
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commiitee of which he was a member? 

Tne Crurrx, by direction of the Speaxer, read 
fromthe journal the point of orler in’ which Mr. 
Abas to: k an appeal. 

Mr. BANKS would take the occasion to say 
that it was highly :mportant, in settling precedents 
in reference to the proceed ngs of this House, that 
they should be uniform; that they should apply in 
ali times toecme to similar cases; and that they 
should not be adve:se te the decisions of this House 
andallother legisiative bodies. Now, he was per- 
fecily willing that the gentleman from New York 
should read any papers that were applicable to the 
paticular que.tion before the Tou e; and he con- 






curred heartily withthe gentleman from Mas- 
sachusets in the sentiment that the rights 
ot the minority should be = preserved; but in 


sustaining the decision of the Crair in this 
instance, he did not infringe the rights of the mino- 
rity, nor stand in opposition to the well established 
principles of parliamentary law. Let him ask the 
gentleman from Massachusetts if it was in order to 
alinde in debate to the votes taken in a committee 
room; to the partcular proceedings adopted there ; 
or, in short, to make any other than general allusions? 
How are you to know any thirg of the proceed- 
ings of a committee without a report from it; and 
woald it not be impoliic and unjust, as well as 
de tructive of the very objects for which commit- 
tees are constituted, to bring up and discuss de- 
tached parts ef their proceedings before they had 
agreed on a repori?) Was it not known to the gen- 
tleman that to go into a dscussion of what was 
done in acommittee room, was always out of order? 
I know, said Mr. B. that we can a'lude to it in 
general terms, but it must be obvious to every one 
that we cannot go further than this without doing 
injustice. Batthe gentleman said you cannot re- 
quire a member to vote on a question tll itis read 
tohim. In that assumption he agreed with him 
entirely. But what were they required to vote on. 
Was the paper the gentleman wished to read, the 
ques'ion before the House? Certainly not. 

Woat, then, was the question? It was the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to the resolution submitted by the chairman 
of the Committee of Elections. That was the 
ques'ion on which the gentleman was called upon 
o vole, and it had been read to the House again 
and again. He was willing, Mr. B said, fer the 
gentleman to read any papers having a bearing on 
the question be‘ore the House, and he should not 
himself have objected to the reading of this particu- 
lar paper, had no other objection been mace. But 
objection having been made, and the question hav- 
ing been brought directly before the House, in the 
shape of an appeal, he felt himself bound to sus- 
tain the decision of the Cuatr, and, in doing so, to 
conform to those established princip!e3 so essential 
to the regularity and order of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings. But the gentleman from Massachusetts 
said yesterday, that the chairman of the committee 
had been allowed to detail at large, aot only the 
proceedings of the committee, but to give the par- 
ticular votes of the members; that is, stating that 
there were so many for and so many against par- 
licolar motions. Very trae, he listened to the gen- 
tleman with pleasure, and was also willing to lis. 
ten t» the geatleman from New York, though ex- 
ceeding, in his opinion, the bounds of order. But 
what was he now called on to do? It was to set a 
precedent that would lead to the most mischievous 
results, If you can go into committees and drag 
forth their records to be commented on in this 
House; if you ean say who voted for or against the 
pariicular propositions before them; or if you can 
read and discuss any special resolves they may 
have passed, you will embarrass their proceedings, 
destroy their usefulness, and engender jealousies 
and hea't burnings in place of the harmony and 
good feeling that ought to prevail inthem. If he 
had any influence with the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, he would ask him to withdraw his ap- 
peal; but, if the gentleman would not do so, he 
hoped the decision of the Crain would be sas- 
tained by the House. Mr. B. said he looked to the 


consequences that would result from reversing the 
settled practice of the House, rather than to the . 
particular case before them; and for the parpose of 
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progressing with the business of the dav, if the gen- 
tleman would not consent to withdraw the appeal, 
he would move to lay it on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS dec ined withdrawing the appeal 

Mr. GRANGER jo-e to make an inquiry of the 
Cuan. The gentieman trom Virginia [Mr. 
Banks] had mace a motion, as Mr. G. understood, 
to lay the appeal on the tab'e. If that mouon pre- 
vailed, would it not carry the resolution with i? 

[Cries of “Certainly, certaialy.”] 

‘The SPEAKER had not responded to this in- 
quiry, when 

Mr. BANKS withdrew the motion. 

And the question recurring on the appeal, 

Mr. BRIGGS addressed the House at some length 
In Opposition to the decision of the Cuair, urging 
that, in order to know whether a paper should be 
printed or nol, a member was entitled first to know 
ita contents, or that he must otherwise vote in the 
dark. Not only bad the House the right to discuss 
in general terms the proceedings of a committee on 
the motion to print, but every member had the 
right to be present, and witness the proceedings of 
the committee. He agreed with Mr. Banks that 
they could not discuss the propriety of individual 
votes of the member: of the eommittee. 

Mr. B. had not concluded when, the morning 
hour having elapsed, the House, on motion of 
Mr. JONES of Virginia, called for the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. GRAVES asked leave at this time to have 
referred certain documents, which were read for 
information, and which are as f.llows: 

Whereas on the 20:h of last month a member of this House 
addressed to the Poatmaster General the following letter: 

Wasuinoton Crry, Jan. 30,1840. 

Sin: In the course of some remarks | made inthe House of 

Representatives on yesterday, | stated that T had been informed 
by a highly respectable gentleman of this city that he had 
learned irom a source in which he placed the most implicit con 
fidence, that a clerk in the General Post Office, at an annual 
alary of from twelve to fifteen hundred dollars, kad gone to 
Keatucky with a view of establishing an Administration news- 
paper at the seat of Government in that State, and that he had 
not resigned his situation, but had hired a substitute at $40 per 
ee his duties, whilst he iscdrawing his salary of 
from one hundr.« to one hundred and twenty-five dollors per 
month from the Government 

T propose to write out and publish my remarks; but before] 
do so, I have thought it but just to you to afford you an oppor- 
tunity to answer whether all or any portion of my information 
be correct, so that, if injustice has been done you, I may set the 
matter right in my written remarks 

The individual to whom Thad reference as having gone to 
Kentucky to establish a paper is E. W. Robinson, formerly 
postmaster at Winchester, Virginia, and the name of the sub- 
situte he has hired 1s Hollis 

If my information be correct, it is proper the public sheuld 
be informed of it through the more authentic souree; if incor 
rect, itisdue to you than an early opportunity be afforded you 
to contradict it. Therefore I submit to your cousiderauon, 
aul respectfully ask you to respond, with as litle delay as 
your engagements will aliow, to the following interrogato- 
ries 

1. Was E. B. Robinson recently aclerk in the General Post 
Office? and if so, at what salary? 

2. Doeshe still hold the same clerkship? and if not, when 
did he resign it, and when dul his pay cease? And if it has 
ceased, have you officially informed him of i?) And if so, was 
it dene in writing, or verbally?) And whether before or after 
he left this city for Kentucky? 

3. fhe still hold the clerkship, who is, and has been, dis- 
charging his duties since he left this city? and what compensa- 
tion dues his substitue receive? 

Respectfully, WwW. J 
Hon. Amos Kenpats, Postmaster General. 


To this letter the Postmaster General, on the following day, 
rasponded as follows 


GRAVES. 


Wasuinoton, January 31, 1840. 
Hon. W. J. Graves, WH. R. Prevent: 

Sin: J received this morning your letter of yesterday, allu ling 
\o Certain remarks affecting my official conduct, made by you 
in the House on the preceding day wt 

In that letter you say: “I propose to write out and publish my 
remarks; but, before I do so, Lhave thought it but just to you 
watford you an opportunity to answer whether all oer any por- 
tion of my information be correct, so that if injustice has 
been done you, I may setthe matter rightin my written re- 
marks.”’ 

You then inform me that you had reference to the case of E. 
W. Robinson, esq supposed to be a clerk in the Posi Office De- 
partment, who, itis said, is about to commence the publication 
ofa newspaper at Prankfort, Kentucky, and you put to me se- 
veral specific interrogatories touching those matters, to which 
you request my rep'y with as litle delay as my engagements 
will allow, ; 

Now, sir, although I do not question the richt of a member of 
Congress to become the retailer, on the floor of the House, of the 
false and malignant gossip which taints the atmosphere of this 
city, Ido deny his right to call on the party so slandered to aid 
him im escaping the responsibility of reducing such slanders to 
hibels in a written speech ; 
dving justice tome dil not occur to you before you made your 
attack in the House You admit it to be “just” that I shall have 
at Opporjunity to make the trath known before your speech be 
written, Wasit less “just that such an opportunity should be 
afforded me before ii was spoken? If, before holding me up as 
a delinquent in duty by remarks publicly uttered, to be noted by 
repo. ters, and scattered by letter writersover the whole Unjon, 


I very much regret that this idea of 
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on no better authority than the second hand “information of a 
very respectable gentleman.’ you had done me the justice to in- 
quire into their truth, could have had no objection to putting 
You 10 Possession of all the facts of the case wihin my know 
ledg Asitis, Pdeem diat justice to myself wall be best pro- 
moted by declining to a.d you in making up for the public a 
speech different fgom that you uttered on the fl vor of the House, 
Respectfully, AMOS KENDALL. 

And whereas, on the 28th of last December, said Robinson 
did, by letter, published in the Globe, resign the oftie« of Prest- 
dent of “Te Democratic Association of the District of 
Columbia,’ which leter of resignation and the reply thereto 
are as follows: 

“Ata meetirg of the Democratic Association of the District 
of Columbia, held on the 30th of December, 1809, the following 
resignation was received: 

Wasurnoton, Dec. 23, 153). 
To the members of the Democratic Association of the Dis- 
F trict of Columbia. 

Gentlemen: Being about to take up my abode ina distant 
quarter of our country, the necessity devolves upon me of re- 
signing the situation of President of your Association—a situa- 
tion conferred upon me more through kindness than from any 
merit of my own, TIT cannot@make this communication, and 
perform this act, gentlemen, without availing myself of the 
privilege which it affords me of expressing to you the grateful 
character of the feelings which your confidence in me has in- 
spired—feeiings of gratitude which will induce me to remem- 
ber the membera of this Association, collectively and mndivi- 
dually, so long as I shall know how to appreciate the cheering 
liberality of friends, or retain the remembrance of any kindly 
act 

But, gentlemen, although about to separate myself from you, 
I beg you to be assured that T shall still number myself as a 
soldier in the same good cause in which you are engaged; that I 
shall still be found doing battle in defence of our common prin- 
ciples—in defence of those principles upon which we feel de- 
pend our country’s glory and the preservation of the liberty of 
the people of this gpeat nation 
@The nature of the service, gendemen, will not be changed by 
my removal); the field only in which it is to be performed will. 
Of one thing I beg you to be assured, and it is, that, wherever I 
go, I shall not cease to use my ulinost exertions ta advance the 
principles of Democracy—the principles which you and I have 
been taught to believe are identified with all that is desirable in 
our happy form of government. 

For the success of owr Association, (for so I have the right to 
call it until this letter is read,) I have felt, and shall continue to 
feel, the most lively interest; and for the welfare and happiness 
of its members, one and all, no one can entertain a greater anxie- 
ty than he who now addresses you. 

In giving you the parting hand, gentlemen, allow me to assure 
you that 1 am, sincerely, your friend and servant, 

E. W. ROBINSON. 

After a letter was read, a committee of three was appointed 
to prepare a response, which was composed of James H. 
Smoot, Colonel Richard Coxe, and Benjamin Evans, who sub- 
mitted the following, which was unanimously adopted, and 
ordered to be signed by the officers of the Association and 
transmitted: 

Wasuinctoy, Dec. 30, 1830. 
Sin: In retiring from the Presidency of the Democratic As 
sociation of the District of Columbia, you bear with you the 
best wishes of its members for youc healih, and happin ss, and 
usefu'ness. 
Although they regret your absence from the Chair, in which 
you have manifested so much suavity of tnanners, accompanied 
hy all the intelligence desirable in fulfilling its duties—duties 
especially onerous, from the fact that the Association, being in 
its infancy, required a presiding officer acquainted with parha- 
liamentary usage, and in which you have been peculiarly hap- 
py; yet the circumstances attending your departure are ol a 
character which forbid, on the part of the Association, any sel- 
fish repinings: aware that inthe more extended domain of use- 
fulness laid open to your exeriion, you will find a more abun. 
dant demand for your energy, and a wider field for the exten- 
sion of Democratic principles 
We take pleasure in recognising in you, sir,a constant and 
unwavering friend of the Republican cause. The polls, the 
press, the legislative councils, endorse your orthodoxy; and we 
speed your onward mareh of usefulnessin a field where the 
vantage ground jis now the enemvy’s, satisfied that no Democrat 
conld take the command of the Kentucky Argus, since a Ken- 
dall directed its course, witha prospect of a mere sanguinary 
battle, in which the skill of a veteran will he required; and that 
veteran we speed onward, in the name of our hallowed princi. 
ples, even in you, sir, the first president of our infant Associa- 
tion, to his duty—a sacred duty—which we cherish an abiding 
faith will be fulfilled. 
LUND WASHINGTON, Jr. First V. President. 
THOMAS SPILLMAN, Second Vice President. 
WILLIAM H. DIETZ, Secretary 
JOSEPH M MUNDING, Treasurer. 
JESSE E. DOW, Corresponding Secretary. 

To E. W. Rosrinson, Erq : 

And whereas the said E. W. Robinson, on the said 8th of 
last December, but one or two days before his departure from 
this city to enter upon the dates of editor of his newly esta- 
biished paper called “The Kensucky Yeoman,” at Frankfort, 


| (Ky.) in erder to anticipate and realize the money betore he left 
| fora portion of hissalary as clerk in the General Post Office 
| Department for the year 1840, did draw, in favor of Charles 


J. Nourse, of this city. an order, of which the following isa 
copy: 

“The agent for paving salaries in the Post Office Department, 
will please pay to Charles J. Nourse one hundred dollars on the 


| first day of February, 1839, in full of my salary forthe month of 


January, and this shall be his receipt in full for the same 
December 28, 1839 BE. W. ROBINSON.” 
And as 1 appears from the foregoing facts that there is good 

reason to believe that, previously to the departure of said Ro- 

binson from this city, the Postmaster General agreed with him 
that he (Robinson) should be continued asa clerk in his (the 

Postmaster General's) office in thia city, at a salary of $1,200 

per year, whilst he was to be permitted to reside and edita party 

paper at the seat of Government of the State of Kentucky, and 
to employ a substitute, at about a third of his salary, to perform 
his duties here: 

And whereas, ifthe Postmaster General is in the corrupt 
practice of paying out ofthe public money two or three times 
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as much for the clerical duties performed in his office as , 

persons performing them actually receive; whether the — 
plus be all paid to the Postmaster General himself, or be eq” 
divided between him and his nominal clerk, or be af 


; al ‘ 
over toa political friend and nominal clerk e liting a ns J and 
a distant State; it is expedient that the subject should yh, 
ie ex 


amined into, and reported on to this House, in order ther 1 
compensation paid to clerks in the Post Office Departme; t may 
be reduced to a properamount, and in order that the Pog: 
ter General may be arraigned for malfeasance in office 
fore, 

Resolved, That this whole subject be referred to 


. the Cop 
mitiee on the Expenditures in the Post Office Deparimen 


with instructions to examine mto and report upon it to thie 
a and that they have power to send for persons and ba 

The SPEAKER said the motion could only be 
entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. LEADBETTER wished to know jf jh... 
resolutions would be open to amendment, [f 5, 
he wished them to lie over. , 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH rising and objecting 

Mr. GRAVES moved a suspension of the ales 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordere,. 
and, being taken, were—Yeas 118, nays 82. 

So the ru'e was not suspended, (two-thirds not 
voting therefor.) 

The House then took up the bill making appro. 
priations for the payment of the Revol ationary anj 
other pensioners ot the United States for the year 
1840, which had been returned from the Senate 
with an amendment authorizing the several pen- 
sion agents to administer the oaths required 10 be 
taken, and to charge the same fee as is allowed to 
State officers for administer-ng similar oaths. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
amendment was concurred in. 

The business next in order was the bill on the 
Speaker’s table making appropriations for the re- 
moval of the Red river raft. 

Mr. BEATTY, of Pennsylvania, was entitled 
to the floor; but, on the understanding that his ti- 
tle thereto would not be affected if the subject was 
laid over, he yielded to 

Mr. SERGEANT, who moved thatthe Hovse 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for the purpose of taking 
up the 


May 
as. 
there 


red; 


CENSUS BILL. 

Mr. SERGEANT moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Commitee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, forthe purpose of considering 
the b li from the Senate to amend the act of the 
last session for taking the sixth census 

Mr. JONES of Virginia observed, that it had 
been his intention to ask the House to go into 
Commitee of the Whole, for the purpose ot con- 
sidering the bill to continue the office of Comm :- 
sioner of Pensicns. 

Mr. SERGEANT observed that there would be 
ample time to consider both bil's. The census 
bill he did not suppose would occupy much time, 
and the other bill could be considered immediately 
after it, before the commitice rose. 

The SPEAKER having put the question ou Mr. 
SERGEANT’S Motion, 

M:. JONES of Virginia said he begged leave to 
mention, before the question was taken, that there 
was a biil from the Senate lying on the Speaker's 
table, to continue the cffice of Commissioner of 
Pensions, and that the law by which this office was 
erated, expires on the first of March next. He 
hoped, therefore, that this bill would be the first 
tiken up. 

The SPEAKER having stated that the motion 
of the gentlemen from Pennsylvania had prece- 
dence, the question was taken and decided in the 
aflirmative, and the House accordingly resolved 
ice fintoa Committee of the Whole, Mr. Banxs 
in the Chair, and took up the bill from the Senate 
to amend the act to provide for taking the sixth 
census, &¢. 


\ Mr. CUSHING observed that it was his inten- 


fion, the oher day, when the gentleman from 
Pennsyivania (Mr. Sercean] moved to go into 
Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of con- 
sidering this bill, to submit an »smendment, intro- 
ducing certain additicnal items of statistical infer- 
mation tobe ottained by it. He had ascertained, 
however, on inquiry at the State Department, that 
most of the blanks hed been printed and circu- 
lated, and that great pract cal inconvenience would 
result from introducing the additional items that he 
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had contemplated. He would, therefore, refrain 
(om offering any amendment, and hoped that the 
hill would pass without the introduction of any ad- 
qional items. | 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend the bill by 
adding the following: 

«And that it shall be the duty of the said marshaleand depu 


tiem respectively v to take an enumeration of each andevery in- 
ene lunatic or idiotic pauper within their districts, whether io 
wvlums, prisons, or running at large; every person in the seve- 
rai State and county prisons, confined therein for crime; every 
pauper supported at public or private charge; together with 
the age, sex, and color of €ach; sta'ing whether bond or free. 


Mr. SERGEANT hoped the amendment woul 
not be pressed. He explained the necessity for the 

ascage of the bil, which was intended to remedy 
the defects and supply the deficiencies of the bill ot 
gst session. The Government being straiiened for 
‘ime in complying with the coustitational require- 
ments to take the decennial census, had, in antici- 
pation, prepared and sent abroad the drinted forms 
which would be required, in comformity with the 
lil in its preseat form, ini tle marshals were 
only waiting its passage to prc ce-d in their duties: 
f amendments were moved and agreed to, th: se 
forms might become useless, and great delay and 
intonvenience be experienced: it was barely possible 
before the Ist of June to get ready to take the 
census. 

Mr. HUBBARD observed that he had not, here- 
jofore, had an opportunity of seeing the bill, bat it 
appeared to him that between ths and Jane, when 
twas (0 gO into Operation, there was ample time 
t remedy any lit le inecnveniencies that would grow 
outof the amendment. 
(ine for the Depa: tmeat 'o communicat: to the va- 
rious marshals in the United States the additional 
iteme of information that were to be obtained. We 
‘ught to know, said he, the number of lunatics and 
i its in the country, and the number of persons 
inpiisoned; and was it pos-ible that the Congress 
of the United States, in two sessions, had not time 
tyobtan this important information, which was in 
ihe possession of every civilized Gorerament in the 
world? Surely the iasiructions to ol tain this infor- 
maton cou'd be prepared and forwarded before 
June. The information he wished to obtain was 
highly important, and he hored the Hcure would 
adopt the amendment. 

Mr. PETRIKIN thought the adoption of the 
amendment would te car ying legisiation tco far. 
It would, in kis opinion, te interfering with the le- 
gislation of the States. Every State Government 
lal ths inforination, and that was ali that was ne- 
evssary. The subject, said he, does not belong to 
us, and I hope the House will not adept it 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana thought the 
amendment urnecessary, inasmuch as ample power 
was given to the President, by the bill of the last 
session, to ob'ain all the statistical information that 
was required. As allusion had been made to the 
defeets of the bill of the last session, he thovght it 
due to himself, by whom it was reporie |, to ex- 
plain how they originated. The biil, as it passed 
the House, was nnobjectionable, but amendments 
had been made to it in the Senate which created all 
the difficutiies that had been spoken of. — It passed 
the House on the third day preceding the adjourn- 
ment, snd was made as perfect as the limned time 
al owe | wou'd permit;but on being! ent tothe Senace, 
‘ome of the g ntfemen there, who were so scrapu- 
lous about Siate rights, discovered that the mar- 
‘hals could not e mmence taking the census till the 
entire expiation of toe ten years after the last. 
The aleraticn in the bill was then made, and the 
efect of it was to create all the difficu‘ties wh ch 
had since ar’sen. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Henparo’s 
a ndment, and it was rejected without a division. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved to amend the bill 
by reducing the salary of the principal clerk em- 
ployed on the busine-s of the census, in the State 
Departinent, from $2000 per annum to $1200. 

Mr. ADAMS opposed the amendment on the 
groun| that the compensaticn of this cfficer was 
hrel by the Secretary of Siate, with a full know- 
“dee of the dut.es to be performed, and ti.e respon- 
‘idilities incurred. 

_ Mr. PETRIKIN said he had no objection to pay- 
'§ men a fair compensatioa for the services they 


I. would take very little ! 
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performed; but he had no idea of sanctioning such 
inequalities as this bill proposed. Here this super- 
intendent was to receive $2000, while the recording 
clerk and packer, emp oyed on the same business, 
were to receive, the cne but $800 and the other but 
$6.0. He wanted the men who did the work to 
get compensations bearing a more just proportion 
to that of the gentleman who was to superintend 
their labors than the bill allowed, and for this pur- 
pose he would move to increase them fiom $800 
and $690 to ¢1600 and $800. 

Mr. SE2GEANT referred his colleague to the 
report of the Secretary of State, in which that offi- 
cer spoke of the importance of having a gentleman 
qualified to superintend this business, and that he 
had employed such a one at asalary of ¢2000 per 
annum. The superintendent would not, as his 
colleegue supposed, be idle; he would have other 
and arduous duties t» perform bes:des overlooking 
the labrrs of his subordinates. He was to take 
charge of all the details of the business, under the 
dircet.on of the Department, until it was com- 
pleted. 

Mr. PETRIKIN made some add tional ot s*rva- 
lions in support of his amendment. Fle thonght a 
salary of $1200 ample for the superintendent. He 
knew many worthy and well qualified individuals, 
who would be glad to tske the employment at 
that compensation. As to the responsibility and 
arduous duties the superintendent, it was. all 
imaginary. He did not believe that his duties 
would rejuire a much greater deg ee of talent, or 
involve heavier responsibilities, than those of the 
recoriing c'erk; at all events, not to such an extent 
as to author ze so great a disproportion ia the sa- 
laries as $2,000 and $800. His colleague spoke of 
the Department having employed a gentleman 
competent to discharge these important duties. 
Now what constituted a gentleman? Was ita 
roffied shirt, fine coat, and white hands? For his 
part he jad ed of men by their qualifications and 
their moral worth, and not by the clothes they wore. 

Mr. WICK said if the gentleinan from Pennsy!- 
vania would agree to fix the salary of this officer 
at $1500, he would go for it; and Mr. W. moved 
accordingly to insert $1,500 instead of $2,000, as 
in the bill. 

The quest‘on was then taken on Mr. Wick’s 
motion, (it being the larg-st sam.) and it was 
carried in the affirmative 

Mr. PETRIKIN thea moved to increase the 
salsry of the recording clerk to $1,000, and the 
packer to $209; which motion was rejected. 

Mr. DAWSON next moved to a nend the bill 
ky adding 334 per cent. to the compensation of the 
as-is'ant ma:shals, for the addiional Jabor im- 
pesed on them by the bill, of procuring the statisti- 
eal information it required. The doties required 
of these assistants were (Mr. D. said) very impor- 
tant, and required men of activity and intelligence. 
In addit on to taking the mere enumrration of the 
inhabitants ef their district, they had to obtain a 
great deal of valuable important information; and 
to show the inadequacy of the compensation al- 
lowed them, he wonld call the at ention of the House 
toons fact. Anassistant mers a!,‘ortak n¢ the census 
of five thousand inhabitants, and eollecting the 
various items of statistical information required, 
was to receive but 4100. Tae time it would take 
him to d’scharge these dutivs would exere] six 
months, provided he did it fairly and honestly fur 
the benefit of the country. It was out of the 
question to suppose tnat the marshals could obtain 
the services of competent assis’an's for this «mall 
sam. Mr. D. said he had received a number of 
letters calling his attention to this subject, and 
stating that the business conld not be performed 
without a more adequate compensation. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine thought the gentleman 
from Gerrgia was mistaken. There was a provi- 
sion in the law of last session allowing €2 50 for 
every fifty persons whore the district was sparsely 
setiled, if, in the opinion of the district jadge, such 
addi ional compensation was tecessary. 

Mr. DAWSON said that this provis‘on would 
not app'y in mzny parts of his State, where the 
marshal could not get the service: perf rmed fer 
the compensation al'owed. The labor was far 
greater than that required in taking the last cen- 
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sus, and greater intelligence in the assistants was 
a'so necessary. If Cengress did not allow such a 
compensation as wou!d secure the services of com- 
petent persons, the statistics of the States would be 
grossly misrepresented, and confusion and disorder 
woald be introduced in consequence of one after 
another of the assis'an's resigning as soon as they 
came to koow the extent of the duties imposed on 
them. Ore gentleman had informed him that he 
had received a letter from the marshal of his State, 
(Vermont,) saying that it would be impossible fer 
him to procure the services of assistants for the 
compensation a'lowed by the bill. 

Mr. SERGEANT observed that the object of 
th's bill was not to review the bill of the last 
ses.ion, but only to supp!y some omissions in it, 
That bill had been so tar carried into effect as to 
employ some of the assistants. When the bill of 
last session was passed, it did not enter into the 
head of any man that the compensation provided 
for the ass'stants was too small. Mr. S. thought 
the compensation sufficient, and hoped the amend- 
ment would not prevail. 

After some additional remarks from Mr. Daw- 
SON, 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee observed that from 
his knowledge of the numerous applications for 
employmeat under this law, he was satisfied that 
an abundance of competent persons could be em- 
ployed for the compensation it allowed. He knew, 
further, that the offer of these employments had been 
made an engine in his State for political purposes; 
and that hopes of employment had been held out not 
only to one individual, but to many others, to in- 
du e them to support the party of the Administra- 
tion. The marshal, in bis part of the country, not 
only endeavored to effect important results in the 
last elections, by ho'ding out inducements to pro- 
minent and influential individuals, but to attain 
the object he had in view, kept back the appo'nt- 
men's ull afier the election was over. He fur- 
ther understrood that it was the custom w.th this 
marshal to inquire as to the political opponents of 
those who applied to him for employment, and to 
invariably refuse them if they happened to be Whigs 
saying, that if they belonged to the Administration 
party they would stand a better chance. He had 
heard of one case in which a Whig, who was pro- 
mised an appointment if he would turn Democrat, 
changed his politics, and became a supporter of 
the Administration. 

Mr. SMITH of Vermont observed, that as allu- 
sion had been made to information obtained from 
him by the gentleman from Georg a, he would take 
this occasion to state that he had received a letter 
form the marshal of Vermont, stating that com] 
petent assistants could not be engaged for the 
compensation allowed by the act of last session. 
The ma‘shal had made a calculation showing 
the time that would be occup ed in putiing the in- 
lerrrogatories required, which amounted to eighty; 
and allowing one and a half minates for each 
question, it would take two hoors for each family 
of six persons. Then taking ten hours as the 
amount of a day’s labor, the assistant would be 
able to ‘ake only thirty families per day, which 
vould give him a compensa'‘ion of seventy-two 
cents; and allowing him $1 25 per day for his ex- 
penses, he wou'd be fifty-three cents out of pocket. 

Mr. BOND said that, when the last census was 
taken, the marshal of Ohio pad his assistan's less 
than the law allowed them, taking their receipt for 
the whole sum, rni putting the difference into his 
own pocket. Afterwards, the assis‘ants sued him 
for the money, and recovered it in the courts of 
Ohiv. 

Mr CARTER said he understood that the same 
thing had been done by ths marshal of East Ten~ 
nessee. 

Mr. WATTERSON understood his colleague 
{[Mr. Carrer] to stateto the House that the mar- 
shal of East Tennessee was in the habit of 
holding out indacemen's to individuals for 
the purpose of influencing the polites of 
giving them to understand that, if 
they would fizht the battls of the Admin's. 
irauop, he would give them employment. He 
wished to know of his colleague if he understood 
him correctly in making this statement, If hig 
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colleague did not correct him, he would take it 
for granted that he had quoted the substance of his 
remarks correc!ly. Now, he asked of his colleague 
upon what authority he made this statement. Mz 
W. said he knew the character of the mashal, ard 
that he was a hizhly honorale man—respec’ed in 
the community in which he lived, and enjoyed 
their confidence and esteem in the highest degree, 
as was evidenced by their electing him to the high 


and responsible office of sheriff for ten cr fif- 
teen successive year's. There was not a man 
in East Tennessee who enjoyed a_ higher 
character. Upon what grounds did his col- 
league, then, speak as he did of such a 
man? Upon mere rumoi? He hoped the 
gentieman would not make such charges 


against a cilizen of his own State, vpon no other 
foundation than ramor. Men’s characters were 
too sacred to be sported with, without some better 
authority than pis colleague had given. When I 
speak of a man’s character, said Mr. W. I shall 
speak only of my own knowledge, or upon good 
responsible testimony. But it seemed that the mar- 
shal of East Tennessee was denounced by his col- 
Jeague for making inquiries as to the politics of 
those who applied to him for employment. Now 
he did not know if this was so very criminal, o1 
worthy of being made the foundation of so grave a 
charge against the marshal; but his colleague, who 
censured him so much for making these inquiries, 


knew, or at least ought to know, that one-half, if 


not more, of the oflice holders in East Tennessee, 
and he might add throught the State, belonged to the 
Whig party. For his pa:t, were he in the mar- 
shal’s place, he would not hesitate to make these 
inquiries; and if he found a pelitical friend who 
was as well qualified, he would bestow on him 
the appointment, in preference to giving it 
io a political opponent. But it seemed that 
one Whig was promised an appointment if he 
would turn Democrat; ard, tor the trifling salary 
allowed an assistant marshal, he had charged his 
politics. Now it this were so, the Whig waseasily 
hought up, and, in bis opinion, the marshal made 
a bad bargain cf it; for he wanted no man in the 
Democratic ranks who would change his politi- 
cal creed for so pitiful a consideration. We want 
no offices, nor the salaries attached to them, (said 
Mr W.) to carry our elections in Tennessee next 
fall. We want nothing more than the principles 
of our party and the confidence of the peop'e in 
the President that he will carry them out, to ensure 
as success. 

Mr. JAMESON said he held in his hand a letter 
from the marshal of Missouri, stating that he 
could not get competent assistants in the several 
counties of the State to perform the duties required 
by the act of last session, for the compensation al- 
lowed; and that the census could not be taken in 
several of the counties, unless a higher com- 
pensation was given. If the calculation given 
to the House by the gentleman from  Ver- 
mont was correct, as he had no doubt but 
ut was, many of the assistants, so far from getting 
enough to defray their expenses, would be losers 
by the employment. The marshal of his State in- 
formed him that, in seme of his counties, there 
would be no difficully in getting assistants; but that 
in others it would be impossible to take the census 
atall without giving a higher compensation, and 
that he had been obliged to give assurances to 
several that he engaged, that endeavors would be 
made to obtain from Congress a more equitable re- 
muneration for their labor, in order to induce them 
to accept the employment. He did not know of 
any question that could come up before that House 
without hearing the cry raised about Executive 
patronage and the interference of office holders 
with the elections. Now, he would say to the gen- 
tleman fiom Tennessee [Mr. Carter] that, in the 
State of Missouri, he had never heard of the 
question being asked of an applicant for employ- 
ment, whether he was a Whig or a Democrat, 
though he well knew that a great many of the as- 
sistants there were Whigs. He heard, for the first 
time, toe, that the ass stant marshals were in the 
habit of going among the people to electioneer in 
favor of the Admunistration party. Now he did 
not believe that afew dollars more or less would 
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induce a man to take an active part in political 
contests, unless his turn of mircd_ influenced 
him toit. The gentleman said that the marshal 
of East Tennessee pot questions to the app'icants 
to him ‘for employment, to ascertain wheiher 
they were Whigs or Democrats. He should 
like to know if the gentleman was by the side 
the marshal when he put these questions, and if 
not, how he got his information with regard to the 
facts he stated. 

Mr. CARTER did not wish the gentleman to 
misrepresent what he said. He did not speak of 
facts with n his own knowledge, but spoke of what 
was an established and well grounded report, com- 
ing from the information of the most respectable 
persons in the State. e 

Mr. JAMESON. Then itis report only from 
which the gentleman speaks, and that report is to 
be reverberated from this hall, and echoed in all 
the Whig presses of the country. Were the cha- 
racters ot men to be held up to public odiam upon 
mere idie rumors, without one solitary fact that 
could be proved against them? With regard to the 
amendment before the Ilouse, he was surprised 
that there should be any objection to it. The in- 
formation to be obtained by these assistant mar- 
shals was acknowledged by all to be highly impor- 
tant and useful, and it had been conclusively 
shown thatcompetent persons would not perform 
the duties, in many parts of the country, for the 
trifling compensilion allowed. Sir, sail Mr. J. 
you can pay every officer of this Government libe- 
ral wages but those who perform the most labo- 
rious daties. There were many countes in Mis- 
souri of from 50 to 100 miles square, with a sparse 
population; and in making up the statistical tables 
for Missouri, which was a fine field for obtaining 
such information, he did not beleve that the ar- 

istants could make one cent. They would have 
to go round to every farmer’s house and set down 
how many barrels of corn and how many bushels 
of wheat he made, how many children ke sent to 
school, and, in short, to write down every thing 
pertaining to his business or his family. I do 
hope, said Mr. J. that while you are payirg your- 
selves liberally, and every officer of the Elouse li- 
berally, that you will pay somethirg like a fair 
compensation to those who perform these arduous 
culties. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee said he was very 
much surprised at the attack mad+ cn h m by his 
col'eague, in defence of the marshal of E»st Ten- 
nessee; for it must be supposed that he had a better 
know'edge of the character and conduct of that 
individual, from living in his immediate neighbor- 
hood, than his colleague could have, who lived in 
another and distant paitof the State. Hs col- 
league said that this marshal was a man of cha- 
racter and standing in society. Now he should 
like his colleague to tell th's House by what stan- 
dard he estimated character and coaduct. If his 
colleague h:d an intimate acquaintance with this 
individual, as he would infer from his remarks, 
and knew his character well, and esteemed and 
reputed him to bea gentleman, he was only as- 
tonished that he occupied a seat on this floor. In- 
deed it was conclusive to him that either his col- 
league must be totally ignorant of the condnet and 
character of this person, or that his constituents 
did not know him. Now if his colleague wanted to 
know any thing of this marshal of East Tennessee, 
let him go to the other end of the Capitol, and in- 
quire ef the Senator from his State, what were the 
charges brought against him, previous to his ap- 
pointment by the President, and his confirmat on 
by the Senate. 

The CHAIR here interrupted Mr. C. and told 
him that his remarks were not in order. 

Mr. WATTERSON moved that his colleague 
be permitted to speak in his own way; and the 
question being put to the House, it was decided in 
the aflirmative. 

Mr. CARTER continued. With regard to this 
marshal of East Tennessee, he would observe that 
if any gentleman wanted to be informed as to his 
character, he might be so by going to the enly 
Senator from Tennessee, in the other end of the 
Capitol. As far as his information extended, that 
individual did not sustain a character for strict in- 
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tegrity, betore his appointment to. the office h 
holds. There were very serious charges ae. 
against him, and that, too, by the most respectab), 
men in Tennessee. He did not stand here ag 4, 
accuser of that individual; bat when he con 
it necessary for the public interests, he was at 9) 
times ready fo speak out. But the attacks mate 
on him by his colleague, reminded him of a story 
he had heard relating to a horse race, got un jy. 
tween a white man and an Indian. When the 
horses were on the groand, and about starting, 1), 
Indian, after examining his antagonist’s hotse, pro. 
posed mounting behind its rider, and then, said }, 
we can whip him on two sides at the same tipo. 
This was the case with the gentleman from My sou,, 
and his colleague; they both wanted to mount him a 
the same time. To return to the subject of hi 
marshal; Mr. C, said it was well known in his gcc. 
tion of the country that there was not a single ap 
pointment conferred upon aay individual who wa 
not a member of the Admistration party, excep) 
one, and that one was a Whig who agreed to chanze 
his polities, and go over to the support of the Paily 
in power. This fact, he thought, ought to be suff. 
cient evidence to the gentleman from Mizsovri sli; 
the pay of these deputy marshals was too high, 
One other fact he would meation. One marshal in 
a German settlement, after eulogizing the head 
of the Administration, did come out and 
say to one of the farmers, that if hp 
would agree to support that Administration, he 
would be compensated. The German indignantly 
rejected the proposal, and said that he never was 
so insulted before in his life. Now, sir, said Mr. 
C, as to this marshal of East Tennessee, I have no 
confi'ence in him; and he so expressed bim- 
self to the Senator from his State when be 
applied to him for information concerning him; 
and he expressed himself in this way be- 
fore his appoinment was confirmed by the 
Senate. He had, on that occasion, informed the 
fFenator that the man did not sustain a fair charac- 
ter; and he was then asked in what particular, and 
how he obtained his information. He had savisfied 
the Senator on the first point; and further told hin 
that he got his information from general rumor in 
that section of the country. He had said that le 
knew nothing of ‘his marshal of his own know- 
ledge, but that he derived his infurmation, with re- 
gard to him, frcm as reputable men as any in the 
country. Yet, in opposition to the informaticn he 
had thus given, the Senate had confirmed the ap- 
pointment. 

Mr. JAMESON said he wished to correct an er- 
ror into which some gentlemen had fallen. In tl 
countics of Missouri, which were considered a 
densely populated, under the construction given to 
the act of the lastsession, the marshal will have no 
right to expend this five dollars for every additional 
one hundred persons. In such counties the as- 
sistants would only get two dollars, and the mar- 
shal stated that he could not get competent persons 
for that sum. In the sparsely populated counties, 
however, they would get the five dollars, and thee 
the marshal would have no difficulty in employing 
assistants. 

Mr. WATTERSON observed that his colleague 
{[Mr. Carter] was very much mistaken in sup- 
posing that he had made an attack on him. He had 
endeavored to defend a citizen of his State from 
an unjust and unnecessary attack made on his cha- 
racter by his colleague, and this his colleague con- 
strued into an attack on him. It was no such 
thing. He had simply replied to the charges made 
against an absent and deserving individual. I! 
was far from him, Mr. W. said, to attack his ¢o'- 
league personally; he had no such intention; bu! 
when he heard such ssvere censures cast upon the 
marshal of East Tennessee, another colleague 
his, [Mr. Biackwett,] who personally knew the 
individual thus implicated, assured him that his 
character stood as fair as that of his colleague him- 
self, or of any individual in Tennessee, not even 


ceived 


excepting the gentleman’s “Cato at Knox 
ville. He did not profess to be acquaitt- 
ed with this gentleman himself, but from 


the information of his colleague, [Mr. Biac- 
WELL,] he wes satsfied that he was a wo! 
thy and respectable man. In further support of this 
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vontieman’s character, he wou'd al.o refer to his 
‘end from Indiana, now the Democratic candidate 
fot Governor of that Sta'e, whohad lived in Tenncs- 
vee for Many yeas, and knew him well enough to 
ogdorse his character, But it seemed, according 
19 the statements of his colleague, that some 
charges Were made against this individaal pre- 
yous to the confirmation of his appointment by 
he Senate; but he Wes acquitted with honcr, for 
ye received the appointment. It was easy enough 
) make charges against men’s characters. He 
could make charges against his colleague; but it 
was one thing to make charges, and another thing 
jo support them. Sir, (said Mr. W.) if mere 
charges could prostrate men, the whole Demo- 
cratic party would go down; for they have been 
jenounced again and again as corraptionis’s, the 
spoils party, with other viltuperative epithets ap- 
slied to trem. He regretied that his colleague 
se uld have made those charges against an indi- 
yidual after he had been honcrabiy acquitted by 
one of the highest tribunals of the country. I do 
not know (said Mr. W.) whether these deputy mar- 
shals are paid too much or not enough; and, there- 
fore, have not madeup my mind how Ishall vote on 
this questi n. His colleague had treated the House 
ty astory about a horse race, which he was not for- 
tunate enough to hear the whole of. The app! cation, 
however, reached him, and that was, that he and 
the gentleman from Missouri both jumped upon 
his collesgue at the same time. Now, he would 
suggest that the metaphor of his colle: gue was not 
avery inappropriate one, a» he was known in his 
district as “the big black horse!!” 

Mr. McCLELLAN did not rise to take part in 
ihe discussion of the immediate question before the 
House, but having heard insinuations mace on this 
i or against the Marshal of East ‘Tennesse, whom 
he knew to be a highly respectable and worthy man, 
he felt ithis duty to rise and defend hm. His 
colleague, [Mr. Carrer] had notonly made charges 
against the Marshal, but bad said that his appoint- 
meuts generally were men of bad charac’er, such 
as no confidence could be placed in. Mr. M. said, 
so far as his knowledge extended, they were mea of 
god charecter. Ax respecis these men whe were 
appointed in his district, he averred that they were 
men of unimpeachable characier. And fue 
ther, he could not remain silent in his seat when he 
heard it asserted that any of his fellow-citizens, 
even if they were Whigs, were willing to sell their 
consciences for the pituifal consideration of the oflice 
ofdeputy marshal ina mountainous district, and 
where the labors were so great that they woeld hard- 
lybeab'e to make their daily expenses. Indeed, 
when they came to see the number of interrogato- 
nies they were cal'ed on to propoand, and the ex- 
tent of the duties required cf them, many would 
throw up their employments. His colleague, [Mr. 
Carter} charged that the marshal olf East Tennes- 
see had used his office for party purposes; and had 
fromised employment to various individvals, on 
condition that they would change their polities, and 
come Out in support of the Administration. [ will 
hot take up the time of the House, said Mr. M. by 
entering in'o a labored defence of the individual 
thus assailed; I know him to be an honorable and 
respectable man, and that he held for a num- 
ter of years the sheriffalty of one of the most 
populous countics in my colleague’s district, 
0 which office he was electei by the suf- 
rages ef his fellow-citizens. 
he duties of that office he was universally known 
aa correct, amiable, and business man. But he 
‘ustains a bad character in the eyes of my colleague, 
lot he isan active and influential man in his dis- 
inet, and went against my colleague with all the 
zal and energy he possessed, and that was enough 
‘0 ensure his condemnation. But the charges, 
however, against this individual, which were now 
# gravely spoken of, first originated ina litile 
hewspaper, and from thence found their way io 
the Senate of the United States. Now he did not 
hear of these charges when they were before the 
Senate; nor did he believe there were any 
charges made before the Senate at the time 
that his appointment was confirmed by that 
dody; but inquiries having been made of him re- 
‘pecting the marshal’s character, by one of the 
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Senators of his State, he gave him all the infoerma- 
tion in his power, and then wrote home for further 
informetion, and the answers he 
from some of the best men in Green county, fully 
endorsing the charac er of the individual in every 
particular. But his colleague said that some ot 
the applicants for offi e in his State had changed 
their politics, and had been bought over by the 
pitiful consideration of a paltry oilice. Now, he 
woald mention one fact he knew in relation to 
this subject. There were two appheants tor the 
employment of deputy marshal in his district, one of 
whom wasa Whig, and the other a Democrat. 
The marshal wrote to him, inquiring which of these 
two was best qualified for the employment, and 
he not having sufficient information on the subject, 
referred the matter to the people of the neighbor- 
hood, by whom he was informed that the Whie was 
the best qualified; and on his stating this to the 
marshal, the Whig received the appoin'ment. Wiih 
regard to the compensation of these assistants, he 
would observe that their labors had been increased 
one hundred per cent. more than what they were in 
1830. They must take down trom every farmer 
the number of bushels of corn and wheat he makes, 
with the number of yards of ¢’oth mace by his wite. 
He was for economy in its fullest extent; but he did 
not think that true economy corsisted in withhold- 
ing from the Jaborer his h're. His wished to give 
to every man a fair compensaiion for the labor he 
performed. He must again express his regrets that 
the marshal of East Tennessee had been dragged 
before the Hlouse in this way. rem his knowledge 
othim, as well as from information derived from 
the most respectable sources, he was satisfied that 
he wasa very clever bus ness man, ard of the high- 
est respectability. The very circumstaree of his 
being elected to a lucrative and respons ble office 
by the suffrages ot his fellow-cit' zens, and tha! he 
held that citice for many years, was of itself a high 
recommendation in his favor. lle was, moreover, 
advantageously known as a prominent member ol 
one of our most respectable religious , 

Mr. CARTER here interrnpted Mr. M. and said 
he wi-hed to give him ene evidence of the 
terestedne:s of this gentleman. 

Mr. McCLELLAN could not give way to his 
colicague. He knew the cireumstance to which 
his colleague wished to allude. It was the rcfusal 
of the marshal to let the Whig poirty ure the 
church of which he was a V 
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member, for a Whig 
meeting, and for making Whig speeches in, 
he knew (Mr. M. said) that the raarsha! was a 
strong party man, and went zealously tor his party 
and his principles; bot did chat mske him a raseal 
in the estimation of his colleague? Ils eol'eacne 
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Was a strong party man, and washe a raseal tor 
that reason? [Much langhter.] Mr. M. said 


he was not gifted with fluency of languave—he was 
not a lawyer or professional man, but afarmer, ac- 
customed to plainness of linguage as well as to 
plain dealing. He had sat siient he-e for year: 
listening with patience to the remarks of o her gen- 
temen, even when tedious and onutof place; 
he would not have said a word atth's tine, had it 
not been for the uncalled-for attack upoa one of bs 
constiuents. 

The question was then taken 
amrndment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then offered the following, to be 
prefixed as a preamble to the bul: 

Whereas the members of the lasc se: 
fifth Congress deferred doing much of the important busine 


' 
and 
on Mr. 


Dawson’s 


ion of t} Twenty: 


of the country until the last day of the sesaon, and on that day 
were compelled to act without deliberation want of 

and whereas, among other acts thua paseed, the act authoriz 
the taking of the census within the United States has beer 


found so imperfect that it cannot be executed—therefore, to 


remedy those imp rfections pre duced by said defecti 


tion and neglect of duty of said members of Congress 
enacted, &c.. 


Mr. DAWSON expressed his regret that the 
gentieman from Pennsylvania should have sub- 
mitted a motion s» disrespectful to the body of 
which he was a meinber. Lie consid: red such 
proceeding as one unworthy of the Elouse, and 
that it ought to meet the decided disapprobation 
of every member of it. If we act (said he) as a 


body, every memcer of Congress is proportionably 
responsible for the proceedings in which h2 pariici- 
pates, and therefore each one must fee! that some 
thare of the censure implied in this preamble ap- 
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pies to himself. Hle had looked (Mr. D. said) 
to the course of the House frequently with moch 
disapprobation; bat, though he cou'd not approve 
of all tts acts, yet ke could not sit silent and per- 
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mit one member to attack his asseciates in this 
way. We represent the American character, and 
therefore should all unite in preventing re- 
proach from being cast upon it, For one, 
he (Mr. D.) considered the motion as a great 
indignity offered to this House by one of 


i's older members, and ene who had participated 
in the proce edings which he so unsparingly cen- 
sures. Sir, said Mr. D. L appeal to you and to 
those who have been longer on this floor than I 
have, whether there are nota few individuals here 
who have been mainly instrumental in causing the 
confusion and disorder that have sometimes prevail- 
edin the Houre. There are a few here, as there al- 
ways are in large bodies, whose irregularines have 
done much to injure the character of this body. 
Bat should censure, therefore, attach to the whole; 
was that any reason why such insinuations should 
be spread upon the records of the country, and that, 
too, by an actor in the proceedings he condemns? 
Mr. D. concluded by saying that he had never wit- 
nessed a stronger indignity offered toa legislative 
body than this resolution, which was not even ex- 
pected by the mover to be adopted, and he hoped 
the gentleman would withdraw it, with a becoming 
apology tothe House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN observed that the gentleman 
from Georgia was mistaken when he said that he 
participated in the seenes which took place at the 
close of the session. This was not true. He, at 
tiat time, told the FTense that he highly condemned 
such course of proceeding, and opposed them 
step by ir progress. As to the preamble 
now cllered, there was :ot only nothing in it dis- 
respectful to the Flouse, butit was a plain and cor- 
statement of facts. If there was any thing dis- 
respectful in it, tet the eentleman from Georgia 
point out whatit was. He knew, Mr. P. said, 
that many things here atthe close of the 
last S@ss1on, ful to members as 
Is, to the House, and to the country. Does 


tep in the 


ree! 


were do we 


which we Te a or ac 
dividua 


the genileman expect them to be kept secret and 
concealed from the country, or that membe:s were 
bound to secresy by oaths similar to freemasons? 


Ifhe did, 


’ } 
trine. 


Mr. P. said he did rot agree to hie doe- 
He did nothing here that was not fit for the 
pubic eye. Did notthe gentleman reecl'ect the 
fact thatan item of S16,000 was struck out of the 

neral appropriation bill by a vote of the House, 
and that it was afterward surreptitiously, of by 
mistake, insertdin the Crerx’s room, and then 
pas ed by the House sxh silenti » Wihonut any bedy 
knowing any th Did be not know 
that thousands were voed away atthe 


about 1)? 


of dollars 


close of every sessi n, when many members were 
not ina sitoation to know what was done or do- 
ing im matters of the utmost imperiance to 


the people 
Were thes? 


the Union? 
aled from the Ame- 
rican people, and was he to be denounced as having 
offered an indignity to the for calling its at- 
tention to them? TTe wonld tell the gentleman that 

fell harmless to the ground, and 
thathe caied as little for his blast of wind as the 
gentleman did for his charges. I never, said Mr. 
P. partici; the scenes that disgraced the 
close of the last session. The previous session I 
left the House in disgust on the cecurrence of si- 
milar scenes. In offer ng his preamble he had no 
intenton of offericrg an indignity to the House. 
He drew it upin such plain and intelligible Jan- 
guage 2s he was capable of, and did not go to 
Tom, Dick, and Harry, to consult with them as to 
what phraseology hé should use. 
adept in using language to mystify falsehcods, and 
make them appear like treths. He stood here as 
the Representative of independent and intelligent 
freemen, and as such, did not feel it necessary to 
consult any man here as to the covrse he should 
pursue. He considered it his right and daiy to op- 
dose such hasty and improper legislation, in which 
they not only voted away thousands cf dollars, but 
disgraced themselves; and knew that he should be 
sustained by his constituents for so doing. Mr. P. 
said before he resumed his seat he would give no- 
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tice that hereafter he should suffer no bil making 
any appropriation, or contain ng eny important 
provisions, to be read by its litle, as long as he was 
able to keep his seat in this hall. 

Mr. DAWSON said if he had applied any epi- 
the's to the gentieman from Pennsylvania, he was 
not aware of it, and was sorry forit. He never 
used language injurious to any body; and if such 
language was used towards him, he was perfectly 
satisfied that it would be correctly appreciated by 
those who heard i!; and hence he never hurled it 
back. With regard to the scenes which took place 
at the close of the last session, some of the actors 
in them were not here, and the Congress was d>-- 
funct. It could not, therefore, be consistent with 
propriety for this Congress to cast any censwe on 
the past. 

Mr. WISE supported the views of Mr. Dawson, 
and commented on the etlect of the degradation of 
the character of Congress, in augmenting the power 
of the Executive. As we fa!'l, said he, the Exveca- 
uve rises; and whilst the President in his ancecham- 
ber conducted himself as a perfect gentleman, know- 
ing what was duc to bis high station, I know not 
what character we may acquie of the galleries, if 
they were to be judged of by such proceedings as 
had occurred there. 

Did the gentleman from Pennsylvania forget 
that, in introducing such caricature propositions as 
the one before them, he was driving the business of 
the House into the last night ef the session, and 
courting a renewal of scenes of which he, Mr. W. 
was once obliged, in reterring to them, to say that the 
members were “tired, sleepy, and drask.” Mr. 
W. considered the motion to be highly disrespect- 
ful to the House, and he now put it to the Cnair 
whether it was in order for the geitleman to sub- 
mit it? 

The CHAIRMAN [Mr. Banks] said that that 
was not a question for the Cairn to dec de, The 
question was on ado; tiag a preamble to the bill, 
and that only could be decided on by the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE appealed to the gen leman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw his preposi ion, 
ani made some observations to show that it could 
net, with propriety, be adopted. 

Mr. PETRIKIN consented to with!raw the pro- 
posed preamble. 

Mr. SERGEANT 
rise and report the bi!!. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend by adding 
an additional section to the b:Il, changing the ratio 
of represen‘ation sv as to allow one Representative to 
every 75,000 persons. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved toamend the amend- 
ment by striking out 75 and inserting 69. 

+ Both the amendments were rejectel withouta 
eount, and the bill was laid asi fe to be reported. 

The committee then, on motion, took up the Se- 
nate bill to continue the office of Commissioner of 
Pensions until the 4th of March, 1842, and to trans- 
fer duties from the Navy Department the office of 
the Commissioner, and also to transfer one clerk. 

After a brief conversation on the aliowance of 
the Commi-sioner, 

The commitiee rose and reported both bills to 
the House. 

In the House the latter bill was taken up; when 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to reduce the salary of 
thecommissioner from $3,000 to $2,500, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 

When, at near 6o0’clock, the House adjourned. 





moved that the committee 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, February 21, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted various memorials of 
the Legislative Assemb'y of the Territory of lowa; 
which were referred to the appropriate comimitiees. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition of citi- 
zens of New York, praying the passage of a uni- 
form bankrupt law; which Was referred to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mi. LUMPKIN | resented a memor al of Zache- 
riah Williams, and Robert W. Williams, praying 
for reimbuis:ment of losses sustained by the ap- 
propri tion of their property to the uses of the army 
in the late Creek war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims, 
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Mr. WALL, from the Committe on the Juii- 
ciary, \o whieh was reterred 

The petition of Jacob Kerr; 

The petit on of John Johnston; and 

The memorial of James McCally, 
made special reports adve:se tothe several claims, 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was telerred 

The memoria! of William Morrow; 

The petition of Adam Hale, and 

The petition of the heirs of Jebn Ireland; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were se- 
vera!ly ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Commitee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the biil supple- 
mentary to an act, entitled “An act to amend an 
act for the appointment of commis-ioners to adjut 
the claims to reservations of land under the 14th 
article of the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaw In- 
dians,’’ reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obta ‘ned leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the administrator of Lamech Blanden, deceased; 
weich was read twice, and referred to the Ccmmit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Oa motionfby Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the report 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs, in the case 
of Jubel B. Tlancock, wes referred back to the 
comimitiee, with additional dccuments. 

The untavorable reports on the Secretary’s table 
were taken up and agreed to. 

Tae resolution submitted some days s'nce by 
Mr. Tappan, so to amend the joint roles that wo 
claim which had Leen twice reported on in either 
Ifouse, adversely, should again be presented, was 
taken up and discussed by Messrs. TAPPAN, 
PRtNTISS, CALHOUN, DAVis, LINN, AL- 
LEN, HUBBARD, STRANGE, BUCHANAN, 
and WALL; when, on motionof the la:ter, and 
with the asent of Mr. Tappan, it was laid on 
the table for the present. 

The Senate then adjourned till Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frinay, February 21, 1840. 

The CHAIR announe:d that the question imme- 
diately peadirg (in the case of the New Jersey con- 
tested election) was on the appeal taken by Mr. 
ApamM; trom the decision of the Cuair, thatit was 
notin order fer the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Fitemeore] to recd to the Howse, cn a saotion 
to print, a resolation adopted in the committee, and 
which had not been reported to the House; and 
that the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Briccs] was eati:led to the floor on the appeal. 

Mr. CASEY prevaiied cn Mr. Briaas to give 
way to him to introduce a resolution, in effect, that 
the rule which declares that within a given number 
of days after the commencement of the session, pe- 
litions shall be in order every day, be extended for 
ten days further. 

Mr. Fi LLMORE (who had the fleoron the pro- 
positicn heretofore introduced by Mr. Camprett, 
of South Carclina, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, to have such printing done as might be 
deemed necessary to facilitate the investigation of 
the New Jersey contested cleetion, and to which 
propes tion an amendment, offered by Mr. 
Cave Jonnson, was pend.ng) and from which the 
above appeal originate 1, clsimed his right to the 
floor, and ebjected to the introtuction of the reso- 
lation. 

Mr. CASEY moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. FILLMORE persisted in his right to the 
floor. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from ILi- 
noise [Mr. Casey] had the mght to make the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Barccs] having yielde! him 
the floor that purpose. 

Mr. FILLMORE contende! that the gentleman 
who yielded the floor was not himself entitled to it, 
masmuch as the appeal under the 28th role was 
not debatable; and on that groun| h* claimed it. 

The SPEAKER said, from the reading of the 
role, the gentleman from New York (Mr. F.] was 
righ', and the question would he on the appeal. 
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|| Mr. FILLMORE said he would te di:powa, 
| vield the floor to any proposition which would a 
give rice to debate. " 
Mr. CASEY said his motion could not 
| denate, inasmuch as it was one to suspend t 
|| which is not debatable. 
| Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and 
| nays on the appeal, ” 
Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the  - 
on which - 
| Mr. GRANGER demanied the yeas ang pay: 
|| which were ordered, and were—yeas 72, nays of 
| So the House refused the motion for a cal). 
|| The question was then taken on the apie | 
viz. ‘Shall the dec sion of the Crate stand as the 
| jadgment of the House?” and decided, by yeas and 
| mays, in the affirmative—yeas 99, nays 83. 
| _ So the decision of the Crain was sustained, yiz 
| that Mr. Fittmore could not read the retolution 
passed in committee without leave of the House 
\| first had. 
| Mr. RUSSELL appealed to Mr. Fittmors toa). 
low him to move a resolution for the pestponemen 
of the present subject, and for the reception of ye. 
ports from committees during the residue of 
| morning hour 
| Mr. FILLMORE declined yielding the floor. 
| Mr. CAVE JOHNSON expres-ed a wish to mo. 
dify his amendment in reference to the printing ot 
|| p:pers before the Committee of Elections, 
1} Mr. FILLMORE would not give way for 
|| either of the propositions; whea 
‘| Mr. JOHNSON said Mr. F. had been ealled to 
| order, and had taken his seat; an appeal from the 
| decision of the Crair that he was outof order had 
|| not beea sustained, and therefcre he could not, by 
|| the rules, proceed, if any member objected. 
| Mr. PETRIKIN objected to Mr. Fittmorr’s 
| proceeding. 

Mr. FILLMORE contended that the rale refer- 
red to applied only to cases where a member had 
been calied to order for words spoken; he had been 
J guiltv of no violation of order; he had begua to 
|| read a paper which he supposed he had a right to 
| read; it had been decided that he could not read 
|| the paper without leave; he had abandoned the 
|| reading of the paper; and now was he to be told 
that he had lost his right to address the Hous? 
|| He trusted they had not yet reached quite such a 
|| state of despotism as that. 
|| Mr. PETRIKIN again interposed objection to 
|| his proceeding without permission of the Hovs:. 

‘| The CHAIR said the gentleman could not pro- 
eced, and ordered the 28th rule to be read to sis- 
| tain his opinion, as follows: 
“Sf any member, ia speaking or otherwise, trais- 
|| gress the rales of the Tfouse, the Speaker shall, cr 
| any member may, call to order; in which case, the 
| member so called to order shall immediately sil 
| down, unless permitted to explain; and the Hoase 
|| shall, if appeated to, decide on the case, but with- 
|| out debate: if there be no appeal, the dec sion of 
|| the Chair shall be submitted to. If the decision te 
|, in favor of the member called to order, he shall be 
|| at liberty to proceed; if ovherwise, he shal notte 
perm:tied to preesed, in case any member obj ct, 
without leave of the House; and, if the case re- 
‘| quire it, he shall be liable to the censure of the 
House.” 

Mr. FILLMORE asked permission to explaia 
the situation of the question upon which he was 
calledto orjer. He was called to order on the 
| ground that he was reading a resolut on adopted in 
|| committee; the Speaker deci-‘ed that }.e was oni ol 
order in doing so, and the House had sustained the 
Speaker in that decision. No objretion was raised 
to his discussing the proceedings of the committee 
asa body, and theretore he had the right to pro- 
ceed in his remarks, notwiihstanding the Heuse 
had dee ded that he should not read the particu ar 
resolution. THe was understood further to say, thal 
the g ntlkcman who had p:eceded him, [Mr. Came- 
BELL, chairman of the Committee ol Elections, } 
had referred to the votes of the committee, and be 
| was amember of the same commi tee, and wanted 
| the same priviege of alluding to the precec dings 
‘| of the committee in general terms. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL of S.uth Carolina under 
| stood that the gentleman had stated that he had al- 


Cals» 
Ne rule: 


the 








— 


juded t 
pad no’ 
Mr. 
could | 
nght ' 
membe 
right to 
Mr. 
yania 
tion, au 
proce ed 
Mr. | 
be coul 
The 
stractio 
the Ho 
Mr. 
SpeakE 
nol pro 
that th 
lated tl 
House, 
resoluti 
He con 
rule; @ 
tained, 
preven 
the Ho 
The 2c 
appeal 
Mr. 
on the 
Mr. 
not hee 
Mr. 
made, 
was th 
Mr. 
mit his 
nights | 
He spe 
The 
SELL 
of the | 
Ont 
ed by | 
Mr. 
gotot 
busine 
was Wl 
The 
nays | 
ders 0! 
Mr. 
to add 
on the 
Mr. 
sisted 
lor the 
busine 
resolu 
ness, ¢ 
thirds, 
The 
Mr. 
The 
Messr 
SON, 
GOOT 
and T 
Mr 
which 
main 
Cuatr 
decide 
bays | 
So 
At 
ble y 
Teadit 
On 
for th 
ame 
calle; 
uri, 
Afai 
On 
When 
Mon 





| to 


DrO- 


S']S- 


LliS- 
) cr 
ine 
Sil 
ase 
ith- 
1 of 
1 be 
| be 
ite 
‘ct, 
re- 
the 


aif 
Was 
the 
d in 
tof 
ihe 
ised 
tlee 
nr0- 
use 
nar 
that 
MP- 
ns, } 
i he 
nied 
ings 


der- 
| al- 





LS 
iuded to individual votes in the committee. He 
jue 


e so, but merely to his own course. 
FILLMORE. Then if the gentieman 
nid allude to his own course, he had also the 
a to refer to the course of others. He, asa 
7 ber of the committee, only claimed the same 
mem . : } 
right to discwss the subject in general terms. 

Mr. RIVES hoped the gentiemana from Pennayl- 
yania (Mr. Perrixis } would withdraw his objec- 
son, and that the gentieman mizht be permitted to 
oroceed in his remarks, — 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Crain whether 
be could proceed. — ' 

The CHAIR said he could not, from his con- 
graction of the 28th rule, except by permission of 
ihe House. ; 

Mr. BELL objected to the construction the 
cpgawer had given the rule, and said that it was 
not properly applied to this case, and contended 
hat the gentleman from New York had not vio- 
lated the rule, and that, by the decision of the 
House, which had refused him the right to read the 
solution, it had prevented him from violating it. 
He considered ita most arbitrary application of the 
rule; and, if the decision of the Cuair were sus- 
iained, it would destroy the freedom of debate, and 
prevent gentlemen from presenting their views to 
the House at all, except by the will of a majority. 
The 28th rule had no manner of application, and 
appealed from the decision of the Crate. 

Mr. FILLMORE demanded the yeas and nays 
on the appeal; which were ordered. 

Mr. BRIGGS made some remarks, which were 
pot heard. 

Mr. HAND contended that the motien which h2 
made, that his colleague have leave to proceed, 
was the proper motion before the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied he wou'd never sub- 
mithis right to be heard on that floor, and the 
nghts of his constituents, to the vote of a majority. 
He spoke by right and not by perm 'ssion. 

The morning hour having expired, Mr. RUS- 
SELL moved that the House proceed to the orders 
of the day. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ul by Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, and were ordered. 

Mr. EVANSsaid, by the rules, the House must 
goto the orders cf the day, which was the private 
\usiness on the Spraker’s table, and any motion 
was unnecessary. 

The question being taken, the yeas were 91, the 
rays 102: so the House refused to pass to the or- 
dirs of the day. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST had risen, and was about 
toaddress the House, es the Reporter understwod, 
on the resolution to print, when 

Mr. RICE GARLAND rose to order, and in- 
sited that as Friday and Saturday were set apart 
lor the consideration of private bills, and private 
business exclusively, to go on with the debate on a 
resolution involved a change of the order of busi- 
ness, and cowd not be done but by a vole of two- 
thirds, 

The CHAIR so deciding, 

Mr. HOLLEMAN took an appeal. 

The qnestion was debated for a long time by 
Messrs. GARLAND, CUSHING, CAVE JOHN- 
SON, MARVIN, CLIFFORD, BRIGGS, DROM- 
GOOLE, EVANS, TURNEY, HOLLEMAN, 
ant TILLINGHAST, when 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question, 
which being seconded, put, and carried, and the 
main qnestion being “Snall the decision of the 
Hair stand as the judgment of the House?” it was 
decided by yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 113, 
bays 64, 

So the decision of the Cuatr was sustained. 

A number of private bills on the Speaker's ta- 
ble were then taken up on their first and second 
tading,and referred to the appropriate commiltiees. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Towa, the bill 
for the relief of James M. Morgan, together with 
‘Memorial for the pay of the milita of Iowa, 
called out to repel invasion by the State of Mis- 
po. Was referred to the Committee oa Military 

airs. 

Oa mot'on of Mr. EVANS, it was resolved that 
vhen this House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 

onday next, 


pr 


CONGRESSION 


Some struggle then ensued (there being no pri- 
vate business yet on the calendar) to proceed to the 
consideration of various kinds of business 

After which, cn motion of Mr. SERGEANT, 
the rules wer? suspended for the purpose of taking 
up the act amending the act in relation to the cen- 
sus, Which had been reported yesterday from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with certain amendments, which were concurred 
in; and the bill having been ordered toa third 
reading at this time, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The House then took up the bill proviling for 
the reappointment of the Commssioncr of Pensiens, 
and which said bill had been reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with an amendment (offered by Mr. Prorrir) re- 
ducing the salary of the said Commissioner from 
$3,000 to $2,500 per annum. 

After some further remarks from Mr.PROFFIT, 
the amendment was debated by Messrs. GRAVES, 
GIDDINGS, and W. THOMPSON, at much 
length, and in favor thereof. 

Mr. SMITH of Mane replied at some length 
to Mr. Graves—which will be published hereafier. 
When Mr. S. was about concluding, several gen- 
leman (some twenty or thiriy) rose and claimed 
the floor, as having first addressed the Speaker. 

The SPEAKEK said that a number of gentle- 
man had addressed the Chair at once, and before 
the genteman from Maine[Mr.Smirnjhad actaally 
concluded his remarks; and that, if gentlemen 
would be seated, and take a fair start, he would 
decide who had the tloor. 

The Speaker then gave the fioor to Mr. DAVIS 
of Kentucky, who spoke in favor of the amend- 
ment, and had not conctuded, when he gave way to 
a motion for adjournment, which prevailed. 

And the House adjourned until 12 o’elock on 
Monday next. 
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IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 24, 1840. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of three 
hundred and twenty-three inhabitants of the ci y of 
New York, being persons engaged in the manu- 
faciuie of umbreilas, parasols, and the lie. This 
petition s‘a'es that, uphio the year 1839, an ad va- 
lorem duty of 25 per cent. had Leen imposed upon 
‘umbrellas and parasols, aod im conformity, as the 
p-tiioners believe, with the trae constraction, as 
well as with the spiritand intent, of the compro- 
mise act; that a judicial coustruction was given to 
this act in the year 1839, which admits the impor- 
tation of these articles free of duty, as manutac- 
tures of silk, or of which silk is a component ma- 
terial of chief value; and that, in consequence of 
this construction of the law, the business of the 
petitioners is threatened with entire roia, as they 
are compelled by the law to pay a daty upon al! 
the articles which enter ino the manufacture, ex- 
cept the silk, while the fore gn umbrelia, or pira- 
sol, entire, is imported free of duty. ‘They pray 
relief by the 1eimposition of the duty of 25 per 
cent. upon imported umbre'lss and parasols, thus 
repealed by the cons'raction of the courts. 

Mr. W. sail that be believed, according to the 
usual classification of business in the Senate, th:s 
petition should go to the Committee on Manufac. 
tures; but as a great number of petitions of a 
kindred character had been, daring the pre- 
sent session, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, he would move the reference of this to 
that committee, unless some Senator should prefer 
the other direction. It was proper, however, 
whether the reference should be to the one com- 
mittee or the other, that the pet:t oners should 
know that, inasmuchasany biil for theic relief must 
necessarily be a bill to rais* revenue, it cannot 
orginate in th’s body, and that nothing can be 
done here with this petition, or the many which 
have been presented, praying the imposition of a 
duty, and an increase of duty, upon importations 
of silk, other than to follow the action of the 
House of Representatives 

The petition was then referre to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented, also, a petition signed 
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by Charles Mills and 220 other cit:zens of the 
city of New York, anda similar peuuon signed 
by E W. and F. Tryanani 230 others,also citizens 
of New York, praying Congress to exercise its 
constiiutional power in the passage of uniform 
laws, for cases of bankruptcy, throughout the 





United States. Mr. W. said he would make the 
Same motion in re'ation to these petitions, which he 
had made in reference to the great nnmber of a 
similar character, whch it had been his duty and 
his pieasure to present from bis immediate constita- 
ents, during the present session, viz: That the read- 
ing be dispensed with, and they be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and he would avail 
himself of the occasion, most respecifully to ex- 
press the hope that that important committee would 
at their earliest convenience, give to the wishes of 
these numereus and respectable petitioners, their 
carerul and favorable consideration. 

Mr. WEBSTER presen‘ed a memorial similar 
to the foregoing, and went somewhat at leagth in- 
to an argument in favor of the passage of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law: and sabmitied the following as 
aa outice of the proposed law: 

1. ‘That the circumstances of the country 
quire that Congress should exercise its constitu- 
ional power of establishing a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States, 

2. That it should be made applicable to all per- 
sons Whatever, owing debts not less in‘amount than 
——— dollars, who shall avow their insolveucy, 
and, by petition to the proper tribunal, pray for the 
benefit of the act. These shall be deemed volun- 
tary bankiupts. 

3. ‘That it should apply compulsorily to mer- 
chants and trader ; Wuose debris to one or more cre- 
ditors shall amount to a sum not less than —— 
dollars, and who have or shall fail in business, or 
be apparently insolveat, or unable co pay their 
debts. Sneh persons to be deemed involunta y 
bankrupis, and to be subject to the provisions of 
the act upon the petition of any creditor or credi- 
tors waose debts together exczed the sum of ———- 
dollars. 

4. No voluntary or involuntary bankrupt to be 
endtled to a discharge, who shall, in cout mplation 
of bankruptcy, and intending to take the benefit of 
the act, knowingly g.ve any preference, by any 
piymen's or transfer of property, to any one or 
more of his ercditors, to the exclusion of his cre- 
ditors generally. 

&. Every bankrapt surrendering all his property 
aad rights of property, for the benefit of his cre- 
ditors, and conforming to all other requisitions of 
the act, shall be ented toa full discharge from 
all his debts, end shall receive a certificate of dis- 
erarge from the proper tribunal. But if he ts 
guilty of any traud or concealment in sespect to his 
property, he shall not be enuvled to any certificate; 
or it granted, it shall be avoided on proof of such 
fraud. 

G All crelitors coming in and proving their 
debts under the bankruptey to be bona fide debts, to 
share in the bankrupt’'s property and effects, pro rata, 
witheut any preference or priority except debts to 
the United States, which are fir-t 10 be paid. 

7. The district and cireuit courts to have concar- 
rent jurisdiction in all matters of bankruptey, to be 
exercised summarily; and for this purpose the said 
courts to be deemed always opened. 

8. One comm s-isner only to be appointed in any 
one case, to actin bankruptcy, cn the proof of 
debts, &c. and one assignee only, to collect and 
administer the bankrapt’s effects. The commis- 
sioner and assignee to be app-inted in each case, 
by the court, aud subject at all times to is o:ders, 
in all things touching their duties, aud the sale and 
distribution of the effects. 

9. The proceedings in each case to be finally 
closed within two years from the time of the bank- 
ruptey, except as to matie’s which may be then 
pending, ia law and equity; but the pendency of 
any such suits in law or equity is not to suspend 
the general proceedings in the case, nor postpone 
distribution and settlement so far as they can be 
made. 

10. All svits by, against, or concerning, bank- 
rupts, to be brought within two years after the bank- 
ruptey, and not afterwards; except on causes of ac- 
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tion which shall not then have arisen. But all 
debts, not payable till a fature day, may be proved 
in the bankruptcy, and paid pro rata, with proper 
abatement for interest or discount. 

11. Any person proceeded against as an invo- 
luntary bankrupt, to be entitled, at his election, to 
trial by jury, to ascertain the fact of such bank- 
ruptcy. 

12. No person to be ent.tled to a discharge, 
who shall be proved tohave lost, within —— years 
before his bankruptcy, by any gaming, waging, or 
betting of any kind, whether at one or more times, 
the sum of —— dollars. 

13. The circuit court in each district to establish 
a rate of fees for the officers of the cireuit court and 
district court, in all cases in bankruptcy; and those 
rates to be published. 

14. The act to continue in force ive years, and 
until the then next n«f Congress. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he rose to make a sug- 
gestion to the Senator from Massachusetts and to 
the members of the Judiciary Committee on thi 
important subject, which he hoped they would take 
into serious consideration in framing a bankrupt 
bill. In the session of 1821, °2—the session in 
which he first entered the Hlouse of Representa- 
lives—there was a bankrupt bill before that body, 
which was extensively discusse 1. At the first, hi 
impressions were favorable to its passage; but they 


had undergone a change before question was 
finally taken, and he had made a_ speech, and 
voted acainst the adoption of that measure. 


This change was produced by the argument: 
of a distinguished member from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Lowndes,) now no more, who, in his estima- 
tion, possessed more political information and better 
matured practical w.stom, than any othe: 
man he had ever known. Mr. Lowndes was then 
ina state of such feeble health that he had not 
physical strength sufficient t him to present 
his views at laree tothe House, thoneh, aceording 
to his best recoliect‘on, he had made the attempt, 
and was oblged to desist. Tle had, however, 
conversed with him freely upon the subject. 

His chief objection to the bill then before the 
House, according to Mr. RB’s best recollection, was 
that the bankrupt Jawof England was not at all 
applicable to this country. ‘That frem the extent 
ot the United Stat s, and the few I*-deral cour 
which existed, it must in practice prove an intole- 
rable burden to the people. Thatall the judicial 
business involved in the settlement of a bankrupt 
estate, mustnecessarily be drawn into these courts, 
and they were at such a cistance from a laree pro- 
portion of the people, that the attendance of par- 
lies, jurors, and witnessss, npon them, would be 
exceedingly oppressive. And that the difficultres 
thus igteposed to the attainment of justice, would 
prevent ju-tice from being done in the vcttlement cf 
bankrupts’ estates. These points Mr. B. had at- 
tempted to enforce in the remarks which he had 
made in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Lowndes strongly entertaine | opinion 
that a bankruptlaw, founded upon the prince ples of 
the civil law, would be made more a 
this country than the English bankruptsystem. Flr 
was in favor of a cessio bonorwn—a voluntary es- 
signment by the bankcupt of his effects, in trast for 
the benefit of all his credtors; and thenif a lerze 
majority cf these creditors in number and valae, 
believed that he had acted honestly, and were wi!- 


States- 
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the 
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I ng to release him, this should te binding upon the 
minority. Such a law would ina great degree 


execute itself, and would relieve the commanily 
from the cumbrous and distant machinery of the 
Federal courts. 

He merely threw out these suggestions from me- 
mory, which, after so long a lapse of time, might 
be imperfect. 

The semarks of the Senator from Massachusetts 
Were entitled to grave attention. He should give 
the subject all the impartial consideration which 
i's importance demanded; and he would say in ad- 
vince, that if his opinions should undergo achange, 
and it was very . ossible they might, he would not 


be deterred from changing his vote for the sake ef 


preserving his character trom the imputation of in- 
consistency. He tros'ed that the bill which might 
now be presented, would be much more simple in 


ifs form, and direct in its provisions, than the bill 
against which he had formerly voted. 

Mr. TALLMADGE also presented a memorial 
onthe subject of a bankrupt law; which, after 
some remarks in favor of the object of the petition- 
ers, was referred to the Committce on the Jud:- 
ciary. 

Mr. WALL said he would make a remark or 
twoin reply to the suggestions of the gentleman 
who had spoken on this subject. He was deeply 
impressed with its importance, andg thought that 
the time had arrived when Congress should per- 
form their constitutional ob] gations in regard to it. 
The commi'tee had not been unmindfel of their 
duty, but would in a short time give Senators an 
opportanity of making known theic views on the 
subject. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of cer- 
lain citizens of Arkansas, praying to be allowed to 
locate a quantity of land, to be applhed to the pur- 
poses of education; which was referred to the 
Committee onthe Publie Lands. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of the Ga- 
lena Chamber of Commerce of the State of Ihi- 
nois, praying that Galena may be made a port of 
entry and delivery; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
the heirs of Jobn Scraggs and James Scrages; 
which was referred to the Committce on Revelu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. BETTS presented the petition of James 
Rhinehart; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. CLAYTON presente1 a memorial remon- 
strating against the use of bloodhounds in the Flo- 
rida war; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS prevented the memorial of Thomas 
Rhedes and othe:s, praying for the establishment 
ofa Congress of Nations; which was retirred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Cumberland county, Maine, 
praying for asimilar object as the foregoing; which 
was referred tothe same committee. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of the 
Mayor, Recorder, and Common Council of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, praying an ex- 
tension of their charter on the subject of taxation; 
a renewal of the charter of the Farmers and Me- 
chanie’s Bank of Georgetown; the erection of a 
permanent stone bridge across Rotk Creek at the 
western extremity of Pennsylvania avenue; remon- 
stratng against any furiher obstructions to their 
commerce on the Potomac river; and the establish- 
ment of a fund forthe purposes of education in the 
District of Columbia; which were referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. M. also piesented the petition of the widow 
of Samuel Walker, deceased, praying a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. STURGEON presented thee memorials of 


citizens of Philadelphia, severally praying an ap- 
propriation for the erection of a new custom-house 
it ihat plaee; whch were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. ‘ 

Mr. STURGEON presented five petitions of eiti- 
zens of Alleghany county, Pa. praying for the 
abolition of the s'ave trade. The motion to receive 
was, 

On motion by Mr. FULTON, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial of A. 
Pariridee and others} in behalf cf the Military 
Convention assembled at Norwich, Vt.; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the memo- 
rial of Chauncey Hat), representirg certain defects 
inthe law anthoriz ng the issving of patents, and 
praying that a patent may issue in his favor for the 
discovery of a process by which cast iron may be 
tempered; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

On motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, five memorials, 
which were heretofore referred to the Commitiee 
on Manufactures, were referred to the Ccmmittee 
on Finance, 





1 Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committes on 

|| Post Office and Po-t Roads, to which was refe ™ 
the petition of William Walker, made an a 
|| report thereon. a 
|| Mr. BUCHANAN offered the followine rer 
| lution for the consideration of the Senate. _ 
| Resolved, That a select commitiee be appoin e: 
| for the purpose of inquiring into the Expediency , 
|| proposing to the States such an amendment t6 the 
i| Federal Constitution as wi!l secure a large 
| basis for the circulation of the country, | 
hibiting the issue and circalation of bank Note 
| and other paper currency, of denomination; .| 
| low as to prevent the circulation of gold ang Silver 


Spec 2 
Vy pro- 


ia the ord:naty transactions of business. 
payment of the wages of labor. 

A message was received from the House of Re. 
presentatives, by Mr. Garvanp, their Clerk 


and in 


: an- 
nouncing that the House had passed the bj! 4, 


| 

| amend the act to provide for taking the sixth cep. 
| sus, with an amendment. [The amendment was 
| to reduce the salary of the princ'pal clerk f; 
| two thousand to fifteen hundred dollars. ] 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the bill was refi yp, 
\| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolution from the Select Committee on jhp 
assumption of the debts of the States was {hoy 
taken up, and Mr. PHELPS addressed the Sena; 
at length on the subject. 
| On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the subject 
|| was then passed over informally. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bi!l fer the relief of the heirs of Mzdam 

| De Lusser and their legal yepresentalives, was read 

a third time, and passed, 

The biil for the relief of Juan Belgar; 
The bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaque; 
The bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 

| the heirs or lezal representatives of Bartholomew 

| Butcher, Michze! Butcher, and Peter Bloom; ant 

The hill to settle the tide to certain tracts of land 

in the State of Arkansas; 

were severally taken up as in Committee of the 

Whaoie, corsidercd, and ordered to be ergrossed. 
Mr. WALL, from the Commit ee on the Jud’ 

ciary, to which was referred the bili from th 

House of Representatives to amend the ect to pro- 

vide for taking the sixth census or enumeration of 

the inhabitans of the United Sta‘es, approved 

March 3, 1839, reported the same to the Senate, 

wih arecommendaticn that the amendment of the 

Honse be not concurred in. 

Af:er some remarks from Messrs. DAVIS and 
PRESTON in cpposition to the motion of Mr. 
Watt, 

Mr. CLAY cf Alabama said he thought that 

| fifteen hundred Coliars was an ample compensation 

| 

| 

| 


om 


e 





for the services required ander the provisions ol 
this act. He was glad to hear the remarks in favor 
of retrenchment and economy coming {rem the 
| quarter they ci', and he could assure the genti- 
| men they should have his support, an} he woul 
| eo hand in hand with them in all their meesnres 
| tor this object. He hoped that the amendment of 
the House would be concurred io. 

Mr. TAPPAN said that as the office wes bita 
temporary one, ve shou'd take that fact into ¢oo- 
sideration when determiring what would be a pro- 
rer amount«f{ comp nsation. He thovght that 
they could get a competent person to ; eriorm these 
| S2rv.ces for fifteen hurdied dollar-, they wow d rot 
| be jastified in giving a greater sum. 

Mr. WALL said that his ideas of ecenomy Were 
| probably different from those of other gentiemen. He 
was willing to pay talent and industry, when enzaged 
| in our service, a fair compensation. When he began 
| to economize, he would not do it by subtracting 4 
| small amount from the piltapce paid to our clerks 
| forthe labor they perform, We would, to be sure, 
] put the few cents saved in this manner inv the 
| ‘Treasury, and it might form a subject of boas Ws 
| to some Senators for their great exertions in favor 
of economy; but, for himself, he could take neither 
| pride nor satisfaction in the reflection of having 
|| participated in it, : 
- Asie some further remarks from Messrs. KING 
|| and WHITE, the question was taken on concurtios 
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ch the amendment of the House, and it was de- 
a in the affirmative, ayes 27, nces 6, as fol- 
 VEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
<hanad, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Davis, 
pixon, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phe'!ps, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Spence, 
8 urge n, Tallmadge, White, and W ithams—27 
~wAYs—Messrs. Falten, Grundy, Lina, Strange, 
Wall, and Wright.—6. 

So the amendment of the House was consented 


1; ; 
And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 24, 1540. 

Tie SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, Viz: 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, enclosing a communication from the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, covering a 
oott from the Register ant Receiver of the Land 
Once at St. Augustine, under the law of the 26th 
May, 1830, in relation to certain Spanish clans. 
Oy motion of Mr. CASEY, referred to the Com- 
aitee on the Pablic Lands, and ordercd ty be 
wrinted. 

Also, a reportin answer to a rescluton of the 
House callittg for infurmatioa in relation to certain 
expenses of the Wi-consin ‘Tertiiory for the years 
33, and °39. On motion of Mr. J. W. 
JONES, referred to the Commitee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed, 

Acommunication for the Comm’ssioner of the 
General Land Office, in complianée with a resola- 
yon of the House, adopted on the 10ih instnnt, 
showing the probable quantity and value of the 
public lands of the United States, lying within the 
veograpaical limits of the State of Tennessee, ac- 
companied by acommunication from the Secretary 
of Siate of the State of Teunessee. On motion of 
Mr. LINCOLN, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, aud ordered to be pr.nted. 

Report from the First Comptroller, in compliance 
with the act of 3d March, 1809, presenting a state- 
neat of the accounts which have remainsed more 
than three years unsettled, and on which balances 
ae due. On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, Jaid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL wished, before the 
Siates were called for resolutions, to have the pri- 
viege to report one from the Committee of Elec- 
ons; Which was read for information, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Elections be 
authorized to send for persons and papers in re- 
ference to the contested elections from the Third 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania, and the 
Sixth Congressional District of Massachusetts. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania objected tu its re- 
ceplion. 

Mr. RIVES said it was impossible for the com- 
mittee to proceed with the investigation of these 
cases, without the power is given to it. The 
committee is now ding nothing, for the want of this 
poWer, 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. KEIM inquired of the chairman of the Com- 
mitee of Elections, Mr. Camrze.u, if he supposed 
‘us resolution gave the committee power to appoint 
commissioners to take testimony. - 

Mr. CAMPBELL said the committee had had 
‘hat subject ander consideration, and had come to 
the conclasion it would be better to submit the 
jaestion to the House. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and it was carried without a di- 
vision, 

The question then arose on the adoption of the 
fesolution, when 

Mr. BIDDLE said that he understood that ob- 
Pcllon was made to the appointment ef commis- 
‘oners by the committee. Now the resolution, he 
‘apposed, merely authorized the examination of 
‘esimony by the committee itself. He wished to 
hear the resolution read, that he might be certain 
v0 this point. 


_Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina said that the usual 
“urge had been for the contesting parties to be at the trouble 
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and expense of taking testimony under the Jaws of the States 
where the contested elections had been held. He objected to 
the giving this power to the committee, on account of the great 
expense that might be incurred in consequence of tt. The 
committee, he said, might, under this power, send for eve: y 
voter in the contested districts, and bring them here to testify ; 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, asked if the committee could not dele 
gate the power to some persons in the States of Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts, to take deposinons for them. The ex 
pense would be very considerable if all the witnesses were to 
be broucht here, 

Mr. CAMPBELL had no sort of objection to modtfying his 
resolution so as to put inthe words * aad 
by commission.” 
read 

Mr. R. GARLAND theught the modification unnecessary 
He was on the Committee of Elections of 1837, and they were 
toll by the Speaker that the power to send for persons and 
papers gave them the whole power of taking tesuumeony by com 
Mission 

Mr. FILLMORE said it did seem to him that a lite conside- 
ration ought to be given to a grave subject like this. It 
be recollected thatthe House was, in these cases, exercising judi- 
cial powers, and he believed it was not the habit ofany of ou 
courts to delegate their powers. It steuck him that this power 
should be exercised by the House only 
fee. Hie had no objection LO fiVvIng 
instance, but it Was the 
objected to. 

Mr. BIDDLE believed that the usual course in cases of con- 
tested elections, was for the parties themselves to na 
commissioners. How was the commitiee to get their informa 
tion, soas to makea proper designation of the commissioners? 
Would they not get Weir information 
dates; and if so, was it no! likely that the power thus exercised 
wouid be prejudicial to the other?) Knowing the passions and 
prejudices that would be brought to bear, he wa 
give the committee this power, 

Mr. BROWN of Tenne observed that the 
having entered into an examination of the M 
Pennsylvania cascs 





to eXatinine Witnesses 


and the resolution being thus modified, was 
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8, found that their powers were inadequate 
to the attainmentof the requisite testimony, and their investi 
gations being thus suspended, they came before the House 
acd asked for the necessary and ordinary power to send f 
persons and papers. We have, said Mr. B., heard enough of 
these cases to know that we cannot progress with them wit! 

out having the facility of taking depositions, in the respective 
neighborhoods where the elections have been held. lk seemed 
that one of the principal objections to the giving of this power 
to the committee, of issuing commissions, was that it 
might be abused. Now, he would suggest to the House, that 
this difficulty might be removed by giving the 
the commissioners to the Speaker; for it 


appomtment of 
would seem to him, 
that it would make very litte difference whether they were ap- 
pointed by the Speaker or the House. Ile hoped the resolu- 
tion offered by the chairman would be adopted, and that the 
House would not take any alarm at giving a power to the com 
mittee, which had often been given before, and which never 
had been abused 

Mr. PARMENTER remarked, that one of these cases [the 
Massachusetts one,} Was somewhat different from the ordinary 
cases which came before the House. The grounds taken by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Binpie,}] were, tat it 
was the duty of the competitors in cases of contested 
elections, to designate the commissioners and to collect 
the testimony. He would remark that in the Massa 
chusetts there was no competitor contesting 
the seat of the sitting member. The law of that State required 
that the Representative elected to Congress should have a ma 
jority of all the votes given, and it was the people ef the ninth 
elecuion districtin that State, who set forth in their petition 
that the gentleinan claiming to represent them did net receive 
a majority of their votes according to law. Nowit followed, 
thatit the doctrine of the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
sustained by the House, there would be no one in that district to 
designate the commissioner, or collect the testimony. It could 
not be expected that the trouble and expense inveived would 
be borne by any particular individual. 

Mr. PETRIKIN here moved the previous question, which 
was refused—aves 77, noes t3 

Mr. TOLAND then moved to postpone the resolution till to 
morrow. 

Mr. CAMPBELLof South Carolina said it appeared from 
the testimony of gentlemen who had been long members of the 
Hiouse, that the power to send for persons and papers carried 
with itthe power le appoint commissieners for taking testi- 
mony, Such was alsothe opinion of the committee; but to 
obviate objections that had been made, he had modified his resu- 
lution, so as to get (he sanction of the House to the power of ap 
polnthg commissioners. The first proposition was merely for 
the usual power of sending for persons and papers; and with- 
out this power the committee could not move one step. For 
the purpose of getting a direct vote of the House on the pro- 
position as first offered, he would withdraw the modification, 
and then the questioa would simply be on giving the comm tee 
wwer to send for persons and papers 

Mr BOND desired to know of the chairman of the commit 
tee in what event they contemplated the necessity of sending 
for persons and papers. He understood that it had not been 
usual in the case of cont: sted elections to bring witnesses to the 
Capitol for the purpose of taking their testimony. He knew 
that, in the case of Letcher and Moore, the parties were sent 
home, and that months elapsed before they returned with their 
testimony. We know also (said he) that, in the New Jersey 
case, the committee have sent home the parties to take test. 
mony. Now he wanted to know what it wasin the Pennsylva- 
nia and Massachusetts cases that made 1 necessary for tie com 
mitiee to have this power. 

Mr. CAMPBELL stated that, when there were not a great 
number of witnesses to examine, so as not to occupy much time 
and involve a heavy expeose, it was deemed the most satisfac- 
tory course to have the witnesses examined by the commitiee ; 
but when, from their distance from the seat of Governiment, and 
the number to be examined, a more than ordintry consumption 
of time and money would be involved, u would he better to have 
their depositions taken by a commissioner appointed for that 
purpose. 

Mr. BOND said, that, in the estimation of some sentlemen, 
that would be considered a great number, which, in the estima- 
tion of others, would be considered asmall one. He thought 
there was no necessity for the adoption of the resolution, and 


case 
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that it would be opening the door for a heavy expe se to the 
Government. It would also be a departure from the established 
usage ot the House 

Mr GRAHAM, after calling for the reading of the resolution, 
observed that he saw no necessity for Ms passage. Tt would be, 








in his opinion, the seting a bad precedent, for he never was 
urare of such a power having been granted to a Committee of 
Elections. With rezard to the remarks of the honorable gentle- 


man trom Massachnsetis, | Mr. PARMENTSR,]} he saw no force 1 
them; for, i the people ot the district would not take the trou- 


th ce necessary to support their petition, 1 


i rcoilect 
would be considered that they 


ef evivie 


did not take much interest 
in W. Ife thought that all the committee could or ought 
to do, Was to prescribe the regulations for taking test- 


inony, and leave the contesuns 
were jaws in the States where | 
providing regulations for taking them, they could be taken un 
der those laws. but if there Were not, the committee had the 
yower of prescribing all the Necessary regulavions 

Mr. RIVES observed that U seemed that no matter in what 
shape the subject was presented here, the committee would 
have difficulues to encounter, 


parties to do it. It there 


© deposilions were lo be takea, 


If, said he, we ask for power to 
have depositions taken, 1 js objected to as giving the committee 
toownuch power. Hi, on the other hand, said he, we ask for au 
thority to send for persons and papers, tur he purpose of taking 
testiniony here, this Is also objected to for the same reasons 
The geatieman from North Carolina [Mr. GraaamM] says this « 
unprecedented. The gentleman spoke without a sufficient ex 
‘mination. In nine casesout often of contested elections, Mi 
R. saul, this power had been given. Why were these objections 
made! Did gentlemen desire a thorough examination into 
these contested cases! Hf they did, why object to giving the 
this power? The gendeman from North Carolina 
says that it isthe duty of the people of the contested district in 
Massachusetts to furnish testimony to the House. Did they know 
what sort of testinony the House required?) Did they know 
that certified copies of the po!l books were wanted to ascertain 
whether their Representauve had received a majority of the 
votes according to law?) But it was objected thatthe power to 
send for persons and papers would lovolve a very heavy ex- 
e, and bring a vast number of persons to Washington 
Now there might be persons here in this city by wham ma eral 
facts mht be established In re ation to these cases, and why not 
et the committee have these persons before them? But su - 
pose (hey are notin the city, why notlet the committee send to 
e States forthem? Were gentlemen so afraid of expense that 
they are willing to prevent justice from being done! Itthey were 
In favor Of a fair vestigation into these cases, they ought ww 
give the commitiee power to collect testimony They ought 
net to object uch evidence betore 
The 
odo any Uiing that they had 
They would not send for persons and pa 
pers unless the House gave them that power; and unless the 
House did give it to U.em they could not proceed one step in 
their Invesugatlions, for they were now doing nothing for the 
wantofit. ‘Phe power had been conferred on them inthe New 
Jersey case, but net in the Massachusetts and Pennsylvama 
cases, Tt wasa power usually given to the Committee of Elec 
ions. Tthad not heretofore been refused, and if it was refused 
now, it would be equivalent to saying that the House did not 
want a thorough investigation into these cases Mr. R 
cluded ty mov 


CuuNiittec 


! to the committee having 
them as would lead to 


objeet of th 


tharand impartial examination. 
> commillee Was ne 


not the right to de, 


col 
‘ng the previous question 

Mr. BIDDLE asked if the mato question would not be on the 
inetion to postpone the reselution til to-morrow 

Mr. BANKS said the main question would be on the resolu 
tion, the previous question cutting off the motion to postpone 

Mr. BRIGGS said the previous question cuts off amendments; 
but this Was notan amendment, but a motion to postpape. 

The SPEAKER said the rule applied to a motion to postpor a 
as wellas foamend; and the question, thereiore, would be on 
the resolution 

Mr. JOHNSON of Pounessee desired, before the question was 
taken, to read the law on which the practice of the House, in re 
lation to this quesuon, Was founded; but was ruled to be out of 
der 

Mer. RIVES having called for 
Pennsylvania and Bris 
and the question on 


tellers, Messrs. RAMSEY of 
) Of Massachusetts were appomted, 
econling the call for the previous ques 
Liol, Was lakon, When the tellers reported, ayes 04, noes 62. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for the yeas and 
nays onthe preliminary question “shall the main question be 
now taken, which were ordered: and on calling the roll re 
sulted—yeas 124, nays 74, as fol ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, J. Allen, H. J. Anderson, Andrewr, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Breweater, 
Briges, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, S- HL{Bur- 
ler, Bynum, Jolin Campbell, W. B. Campbell, Catroll, Carter, 
Case’, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, -Coles, Connor, ML A. 
Cooper, Craig, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Johu 
W. Davis. Dawson, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Duntcan, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine. Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Gerry, Green, Grillin, Itabersham, Hammond, Hand, J. Ha - 
tings, Hill of North Carolina, Millen, Holleman, Hook, How- 
ard, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johneon, C. Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, Jolin W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, MeCleilan, MeCulloh, McKay, Mallory, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, Nisbet, 
Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pren- 
tiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, Rives, Robinsen, Edward 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, 
Truman Smith, Thomas smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Sirong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Da- 
vid D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil. 
liams, Henry Williams, Christopher Il. Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, and Worthington—1!24. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Ailen, Barnard, Bell, Bid- 
die, Bond, Brockway, Calhoun, Chittenden, Clark, J. Cooper, 
Crabb, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dennis, Dillets, 
vans, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Goggin, 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves,Grinnell, Hall, W. 8. Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, James, Charles John- 
ston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, 
Masou, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Mortis, Ogle, 
Osborne, Palen. Pope, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Stanly, Storrs, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis;Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—74. 

Mr. REED called for a division of the main question, #0 as 
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to take it first on that part relating to the Pennsylvania case, 
and afterwards on that part relaung to the Massachusetts, 
vane. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, and RICE GARLAND, 
expressed their duubis whether the question was divist- 
ble; but 

The SPEAKER deciding that it was, 

The question was first taken on given the Commitiee power 
to send wo Pennsylvania for persons aud papers, and resulted 
yeas 136, nays 50, as follows 

VYEAS— Messrs. Adams, Judson, Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banka, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Krewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H 
Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, 1. Campbell, WB. ¢ ampbell, Car 
roll, Casey, Chapman, Ciitiord, Conner, Corwin, Craig, Crary, 
Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John 
Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doug, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Bly, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Gogein, Granger, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hand, William 8. Hast@gs, Jolin Hastigs, 
Hawes. Hill of N.C. Iilien, Holleman, Hoo«, Itoward, Mub- 
bard, Hunt, James, Jameson, C. Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, King, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, MeCalloh, MeKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Monroe, Montanya, Montgomery, Cal 
vary Morris, Newhaid, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parimenter, 
Parria, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Ramsey, Rariwden, 
Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Kdward Rogers, Saltonstall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Simoniou, Albert Smith, Jobo 
Smith, Truman Sinith, Thomas Smid, Starkweather, 
raul, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F 
Phomas, Jacob Thoinpson, Trumbull, Tarney, Vandetpoe! 
David PD. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W 
Willams, Henry Willains, Christopher A. Williams, aud 
Worthington ob 

NAYVS—Measrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrewa, Bond, 
Brockway, Carter, Chittenden, Clark, Coles, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Curtis, Dawson, Dennis, Dillett, 
Dromgoole, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Goode, Graham, 
Green, Grinnell, Hopkins, Witham Cost Joboson, Kenpshall, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Masen, Mitchell, Morgan, Rayner, Ridg 
way, Sergeant, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaterro, Waddy 
Thompeon, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplet, Underwood, Peter 
4. Wagner, Fdward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wil- 
hams, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams—S) 

The question was then taken on the second branch of the re- 
solution, allowing the committee to send for persons and pa 
pers in the Massachusetts case, and resulted 











Sfeen- 


yeas 106, naye of, 


as follows 


YEA%—Messre. Adams, Judson Allen, Ho J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, 
Briggs, Burke, Witham ©. Butler, Calhoun, Joba 
Wiiham B. Campbell, Carrol, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Craig, Crockett, Dana, 
Davee, Davies, John avis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Doan, 
Doig, Duncan, Karl, Eastman, Ely, Fillmore, Pine, Pioyd, 
Galbratth, Gerry, Goggin, Granger, Gritiin, Hammond, Hand, 
William 8. Hastings, John Hastings, Mall of North Carolina, 
Hilien Holmes, Howaid, Hubbard, Hunt, James, Jameson, 
J. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
King, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
MeCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
roe, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Payuter, Petuikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, 
Robinson, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp. 
ea, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared 
W. Williains, Henry Williams, and Worthingtou— 106, 

NAYS—Messrs. Altord, John W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, 
Bond, Brockway, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Coles, 
James Ceoper, Crabb, G. Davis, Deberry, Denuia, Dillert, 
Dromevole, R. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Graham, 
Green, Grinnell, Hopkins, C. Johnson, Kempshall, Lawrence, 
Lanceln, Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Randall, 
Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Saltonstall, Simonton, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Scuart, ‘Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John 
White, Thos. W. Williams, L. Williams, Joseph L. Willams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williame—56 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he had been instructed by the 
Commitice of Ways and Means two report the followieg reso- 
lution 

Resolved, That this House will, on Thursday, at 1 oclock, 
resolve itselfinto a Comroittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to consider House bill number 18, providing for the 
issuing of Treasury notes—that ot be made the special order at 
that hour, andatthe same hour on each succeeding day, until 
the billbe finally disposed of, to take precedence of all other 
business 

The SPEAKER sand that the first business in order was the 
call of the States tor resolutions, and that the gentleman 
from Virginia could vnly offer lis resuluuen by general con 
rent. 

Obvjeciion being made 

Mr. JONES moved a suspension of the rules, to enable hin 
to offer the resolution; and upon Chat motion, 

Mc. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nays; 
ordered, and were=yeas 103, nays 80, as follows 


YEAS—Meesrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Hagh J. Auderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Biddle, Blackwell, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G, Brown, Burke, William ©. Buder, Bynum, John 
Campbell, Carroll, Casey, Ciapmanu, Cuttord, Coles, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davis, Doan, Derg, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, East 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fioyd, James Garland, rry, Griffin, 
Hammond, Haad, John Hastings, John Hillef N. ©. Hilten, 
Hoffman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 


Camobpeil, 


which were 





Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Law- 
rence, Lect, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, MeCul- 
Joh, McKay, Maliory, Marchand, Marvin, Medill, Miller, 


iMonroe, Montanya, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynier, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong. Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip) F. Thomas, Turney, 
Vanierpoel, Dayid D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—108. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W.Allen, Andrews, Bar. 


pard, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, W. B, Campvell, Car- 








ter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, 
Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dennis, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gid 
dings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Grionell, Habersham, Wm. S. Hastings, Hawes, Hunt, James, 
Charies Johnsion, Wm. Cost Johnsen, Kempshall, King, 
Lincoln, Mason, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ozle, Os 
borne, Palen, Pope, Raniall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, 
Reed, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, 
Sianly, Storrs, Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Tripleu, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Withams, and Sherrod Williams 
a 

So (there not being (wo-thirds in favor thereof) the rules were 
not su pended 

The SPEAKER then called for resolutions, Ccummencing to 
the veverse order of the States aud Territories. 

hi the process of this business, 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the pomtot order, that, under the rule, 
nv member could offer more than one resoluuon, or one series of 
resoluuions, all relating to the same subject, at one ume, except 
on leave given. 

‘Tne SPEAKER was of opinion, he said, that that rule applied 
only tothe morning hour 

Mr EVANS suggested that the practice at the last Congress 
had been the other way. 

The SPEAKER said he 
practice 

Mr. CASEY, on the State of Hitneis being called, offered a re- 
selution providing that the Gime for the presentation of pautions 
and memorials be extended and continued tor four days from 
and atter the 2oth mst. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he felt constrained to object. 

And, as the resolution, giving rise to debate, must, under the 
rule, have been laid over, 

Mr. CASEY moved a suspension of the rule. 

On which meuon, Mr. JONES of Virginia demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, 

Mr. LINCOLN rose to inquire of the Cuam whether, if the 
resolution Was agreed to, the eflect would be to continue the 
discussion on the Cumberland road?) (This subject, it will be 
recollected, came up originally in the form of a memorial.) 

The SPEAKER said he was of opinion it would. 

And the question was then taken, and decided 1 the negative 

yeas LOL, nays 62. 

mo, there not being two-thirds, the rule was not suspended. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given, Mr. STUART of I- 
linois asked and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill granting pre- 
emption rights te actual settlers on the public lands; which was 
read twice by its tile, re‘erred to the Commitice on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RARIDEN (leave having been denied) moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule for the purpose of taking up and considering 
the resolution, heretofore otfered by him, calling upon the Se- 
cretary of War for information in reladen to the disburse- 
ments of Indian annuities, and the amount of salaries paid the 
agents for that purpose, &e. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked tor the yeas and nays, which were or 
dered. 

And, after some conversation ona point of order, the ques- 
tion was taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 79, nays 56. 

So the rule Was not suspended. 

On the State of Kentucky being called, 

Mr. GRAVES Cleave having been denied) moved a sus»en- 
sion of the rule for the purpose of taking up and considering 
the resolution offered by him the other day, proposing an in- 
vestigation, by the Committee on Expenditures in the Post Of- 
fice Department, In the case of Mr. Robinson, formerly a clerk 
in that Department. 

Butthe House retused to suspend the rule. 

It being now after 4 o'clock, Mr. REYNOLDS moved an ad 
jourument; which motion prevailed. 

And the House adjourned. 


would, then, conform to that 


RESOLUTIONS. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee onthe Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire lito the expediency of establish. 
ing, by law, a line of four-horse post coaches, for carrying the 
mail twice a week on the following post roads in the State of 
Missours, viz.—From Hanmbal, on the Mississippi river, in 
Marion county, through Palmyra, the seat of jusuce of said 
county; through Paris, the seat of justice of Monroe county; 
Huntsville, Uie seat of justice of Randolph county; and Fay 
ette, the seat of jusuce of Howard county; to Boonville, on the 
Missourt river, the seat of justice of Cooper county: and for 
carrying the mai! in two-horse coaches twice a week from Boon- 
ville, in Cooper county, through Georgetown, the seat of jus- 
tice of Pettis county; Warsaw, the seat of justice of Benton 
county; Bolivar, the seat of justice of Polk county; Spring- 
field, the seat of justice of Green county; aud through the seats 
of jusuce of Berry and Newton counties, in Missoun; to Fay- 
etteville, the seat of jusuce of Washington county, in the State 
ol Arkansas. 

Resolred, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire Inte the expediency of establish- 
Ing a line of two-horse coaches, for carrying the mail twice a 
week on the post roads from Jefferson city, Miesourt, through 
Versailles, the seat of justice of Morgan county, to Warsaw, 
the seat of justice of Benten county, in said State, 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of granting an adequate 
appropriation for continuing the improvement of the Harbor at 
St Lows, Missouri 

On motion ot Me JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 
the expediency of giving circuit court jurisdiction to the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States for the District of Eastern Ten- 
iiessee, 

On movon of Mr. CROSS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House the plan adopted, or proposed to be 
adopted, by him: for the defence of the Western frontier, com- 
mencing on the Gulf of Mexico and extending to the southwest 
corner of Missourt; what forts have been erected, their location 
along or near said frontier, the number of troops at each, and 
what roads connecting with or leading to those on the frontier 
of Arkansas have been constructed, are in progress, or would 
be useful, from the interior of said State, or the Mississippi 
river, on its eastern boundary. Also, what uibes of Indians, 





and the number of warriors belonging to each 
bit the country immediately west of the said Sta 
and Arkansas, distinguishing between those re 
the Government of the United States, and such as o. 
country prior to such removal; whether there be any navie 

and what rivers leading to, and, in his judgment ene ¥ 
connected with the detence of said frontier; and What wea 
the probable cost of the construction and completion oe ’ 
roa 's, the repair and erection of forta, and the improverme te 
the pavigation of rivers, respectively, deemed material to : e 
into effect the said plan of defence. atry 


On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of Wat communicate to k 
House such formation as be may be possessed of relatiy us 
the causes requiring troops to guard the payments of ink 
to Lodians on the Des Muines river; whether such neceas oo 
i does exist, has notarisen from the fraudulent influence, ; 
ercised by traders o- er the Indian agents; and Whether the fas 
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uishing troops was not requested by the agent. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public La 
into the expediency of granung land fora deaf an 
lum, in the Territory of Lowa. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communic 
Ikouse, whether the lowa militia has been called out under the 
authority of the United States; and whether an AaPpropriatio, 
is necessary to enable him to defray the expense, and if a 
what probable amount. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lan 
into the expediency of authoriziug the Teiritory 0 
reclaim inundated lands for school purposes. 

1 motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved, That the preamble and resolutions of sundry ¢j- 
lizens of the ‘Verrritory 6f Florida assembled in town meetings 
at Tallahassee and Monticello, be referred to the Committee on 
Territories; and that they be instrueted to tquire into the ex 
pediency of so modifying the organic laws of the several Territo. 
ries of the United States, as to anihorize the people of each Ter 
ritory to elect itsown Governor; and, also, to mquire and re. 
portthe best mode of regulating by law the manner in which 
all the officers of said Territories (Executive and Judicial) shall 
be chosen. 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, of Arkangas. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canalsbe jp. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropri- 
ation to continue the military read heretofore comanenced from 
White river, in Izardcounty, Arkansas, to Fort Wayne, iicar 
the western boundary of said State. 

Ou mouon of Mr. CROCKETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing a post route from Brownsville, in the State of Tennessee, to 
Somerville, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL, 

Kesolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of providing for the payment of the staff of 
the Governor of the State of Tennessee. while engaged in orga. 
nizing and mustering the volunteers of said State, called into 
the service of the United States in the year 1838, for the Che- 
rokee service, 

Ov motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, 

Whereas the state of our Indian relations renders it highly pro- 
bable that, for several years to come, the United States may 
have to rely much on the services ef its volunteer militia, there- 
fore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be directed 
to inquire into the propriety of increasing the pay of all volun: 
teers, both privates and officers, who may hereatter be called 
into the service of the United States,and that said comunittee 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr DUNCAN, 

Resolved, Tivat the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing compensa- 
tion to William D. Jones, esq. for extra services while Consu| 
for the United States at Mexico, and during the absence of our 
accredited Minister at that Court; and that his letterto Mr Dun- 
can, one of the members of this House, be referred to said com: 
wiittee. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, : = 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of so adjusting the circuits of the 
different judges of the Supreme Court, as to equailze, as far as 
practicable, the labors perfermed by each. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be mstructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing a post route from McMinnville, Tennessee, to Smith’s, in 
said State. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed 
toinquive into the expediency of paying the claims of Joho 
W. Read, esq. for certain services rendered the United States. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta 
blishing a mail route from Hickory Level, in Tallacega county, 
to Adair’s Ferry, on Tallapoosa Abacoochey Gold Mines, 1 
Randolph county, thence to the gold mines in Carroil county, 
Georgia, and theiceto Campbelltown, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructe: 
te inquire ito the propriety of making appropriauons o 
prove the harbor at Louisville, Kentucky, and to relieve the 
commerce of the Ohioriver from the onerous burdens thatare 
imposed upon then by the Louisville and Portland canal, over 
by deepening the main channel over the falls, or by such other 
means as to them shall seem expedient. 

On motion of Mr. MEDILL, 2 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and - 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of eetall = . 
inz a mail route frem the city of Chillicothe, through the 1ow? 
of Halleville, Adelphia, and Perry, to Logan, in Hocking nn 
ty, Ohio; and also of so changing the present route Irem Jack 
son, in Jackson county, to Nelsonville, in Athens county, : 
pass by McArihurstown, Judge Jobneon’s corner, Blar pos 
office, and Logan, in the eaid county of Hocking. 

On motion of Mr. BOND, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be ap 
ed to inquire into the expediency ef equalizing the salary yong 
district judge of the United States, in the Btate of Ohio, 
the salaries of the district judges in the sevesal other States. 

On mction of Mr. TAYLOR, 
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oived, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 

Res iyo maquire into the expediency of dispensing with the 
eiructer iand offices at Marietta, Stuebenville, and Wooster, in 
se at Ohio, and atiaching those districts tv the Louisville 
| eligttich, itt said Suate. ’ 
ae potion Of Mc. McCLELLAN, 

On oo That the Comumutiee on Accounts be instructed to 
se to the expediency ol dispensing wilh makiug of pens 
Ne House of Representatives; and that they alsu inquire 

oi the exe a vt retrenching the contlngent expenses of 

. fJoyse genera . 
we tt ation of Mr. CHINN, 3 

»elved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required to 
"- n tis [louse as soon as practicable, why no pateiuts have 
se wsued io the claimants to, or purchasers of, lands in the 
« [elena or Greensburg district. In the State of Louisiana, to- 
yer wih copies of all the correspoudence between the Com- 
e doect of the General Laad office aud the Surveyor General 
he United States for the State of Louisiana in relation to the 
final completion of the surveys and adjustnents of land claims 
+» gald distract; and that he also communicate copies of all in- 
7 yctivas, OF letters, to the register and receiver of said dis- 
a in r lation to the suapension of sales of land in said dis- 
vet bY private entry, with the reasens for such suspension, if 
jy. Also, to communicate whether any appropriations have 
ven made by Congress in the years 1836, 1537, 1833, or 1839, 
the purpese of prosecuting of completing the surveys in 
Joursiana, and particularly in the aforesaid district, specilying 
eamount of each appropriauion, and whether avy portion of 
» sane has been expended in making the surveys in said dis- 
i: and, 80, how much, Also, whether the Department 
we included, in the estimates for the present year submitted 
Congress, any appropriavion for making surveys 3 said dis- 
act H 80, if itis the intention of the Department to expend 
ye appropriation, If It shail be made, in resurveyiug claims or 
yids heretolure surveye d. 

Og netlon of Mr. CRABB, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
y inquire Into the expediency of providing by law forthe ac- 
eommodation of the District Court of the United States, while in 
session at the city of Tuscaloosa, - 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire in‘o the expediency of esta- 
pishing a mail route, witha daily line of post coaches, from 
Athens, Georgia, through the valley of the Tenn: see river, 
a the northern counties of Mississippi, to the Mississippi 
river. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
yquire into the expediency of allowing the claim ot J. Wilson, 
‘{ydiana, tor a horse lost in the service of the United States in 
he year 1813. 

0 motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
quire into the propriety of paying the heirs of Harriet Barnes 
vieamount due him as a Revoluuonary pensioner, up to tha 
ime of his death. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS submitted the following, which lies 
ver 

Resolved, Thata select committee of ——— members be ap- 
poluted to Inquire into the propriety and expediency of abolish- 
rthe Military Academy at West Point, and establishing a mi 
ary school otapplication and pees for the improvement of 
ve ofhcers of the army of the United States in the applicauon 
al practice, for military purpases, of the several branches of 
cementary and theoretic sciences involved in the art of war, 
wiiileave to report by bill or otherwise. 

0, motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
zamail route from Terre Haute to Bloomtield, fadiana, upon 
e South Louisville road, 

Oa motion of Mr. JAMESON, 

"Resolved, That the application of Elizabeth Young fer the 

alowance of a claim of her deceased husband against the Go- 

verument, for services rendered under the order of the Govern- 

(tin taking the number of the Cherolees in Arkansas, be 
mietred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; of A. Hudspath, 
‘a special pre emption to a certain tract of land therein men- 
med, to the Committee on on the Public Lands; of Tailton 
Ellege and James White, fora grant ofa certain quantity of 
il, to the Committee on the Public Lands; of James Evans, 
JacobGroom, and James Algorn, for an application for depre- 
tions Committed by the peace party of the Sac and Fox In- 
“aos on their property in Missourt, during the late war, to the 
(oMwittee on Indian Affairs; of H. 8S. Chalmer, in relation to 

aim on the Government, as heir of his father, for property 
juriedin Washington city during the late war, to the Commit 
reot Claims; of Samuel Glachiez, for a special pre-emption, to 

Committee on the Public Lands; and of Henry Underhiil, 
‘Ta xpecial pre-emption, to the Committee on the Public 
lands, together with the papers referiing to each. 

0 mouon of Mr THOMAS SMITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a cross mail 
ute trom Lawrenceburg, Indiana, a point o# the great mail 
“ule fram the city of Cincinnati to Indianapolis, to Vernon, a 
pom On the mail route from the city of Madison, Indiana, to 
lihanapolis, and at present the termination of the Madison and 

‘iiapolis railroad, including the following intermediate 
paces, Viz.—Aurora, Wilmington, the county seat of Dear- 

Tie county; and Monshell, Versailles, the county seat of Rip- 
"Y county; and New Marion: the mail to be conveyed on said 

ite three times a week, in four-horse coaches, if, in the opi- 

‘of the Postmaster General, the resources of the Depart- 
ent and the business of the country wil! justify it; if not, then 

* \Wo-horse stage coach daily. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Souls inquire into the expediency of establishing a mail route 
‘nm New Trenton, in Franklin county, Indiana, via Sunman’s, 
“Napoleon, in Ripley county; the mail to be carried ia such 
"oon the Postmaster General shall direct. 

motion of Mr. PROFFIT, 
‘solved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

‘ads be ditected to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
ir horse stage route from Evansville, via Boonville Petersburg, 
na ete, to Indianapolis, in Indiana; also, from Evansville, 
aa pe te Petersburg, Washington, to Bloomington, in Indi- 
2 from Rockport, in Spencer county, via Gentryville, to 
whington, in Davies county, Indiana; also, from Troy, in 
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Perry county, via Jasper, iu Dubois county, to Washington, im 
Davies county. 

On motion ot Mr. WHITE, 

Resvived, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of reviving the law authorizing the proprie- 
tors of front lands, in Louisiana, to enter the back lauds of the 
Same, 

Mr. A. V. BROWN submitted the following, which lies over 
Joint resolution to ameud the Constitution of the United States 
in relation to the elecuon of President. 

Resolved hy the Senate and [House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, two 
thirds of both houses concurring, That the folowing amendment 
to the Consutution of the Uuhed States be proposed to the Le 
g slatures of the several States, which, when ratificd by the 
Legisiatures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid to all 
nients aid purposes, as parlof the Consutution, to wil 

No person who slail hereafter be elected, and shall serve 
the period of four years, or any part thereof, as President of 
the United States, shall be again elegible to that oflice 

Mr. REY NOLDS subinitied the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the committee on the Public Lands be au 
thorized to Inquire into the expediency of granting to the tate 
ot Llinois for the use of the public improvements in said State, 
each alternate secon of the public Jand on which the several 
railroads are located, er the whole of the public lands yet un- 
sold, on condition the State pay over to the General Govern- 
ment one-third of the amount that would arise trom the sale of 
the same. 

Mr. CARTER offered the following, which lies over: 

Whereas the tite toa portion of the public domain or lands 
owned by the Uniied Siates was derived trom several of the 
States, by deeds of cession providing that such lands should be 
held as a common fund for the use aud benefit of all the States 
of this Union, according to their usual respective proportions 
in the generaleharge andexpenditure, aud should be faithfully 
aud bona fide disbursed for that purpose, and for no other use 
or purpose whatsoever; and whenever the title to the residue of 
sald domain was acquired by treaty or purchase of toreign 
States, to ineet which and to extinguish Indian vive large sums 
of money have been paid out ofthe public Treasury, which 
moneys Were a part of the proceeds of the lands ceded by the 
said States tor specific purposes, and in part were collected of 
the tax- paying citizeus of the whole country: and whereas the 
national debt which we were compelled to contract on account 
ofthe Revolutionary war, (and for the extingvishment of which 
the States ceded their lands, reserving to themselves and the 
other S ates the residue,) and also on account ef the late war,both 
of Which were waged to asseft our liberties, and to vindicate 
vur honor and our right, has been fully paid and extinguished: 
and whereas it is believed (that, by rigid economy in all 
branches of the public service, the customs and other sources 
of revenue, exclusive of the avails of the public lands, will 
be abundantly adequate to meet all the necessary wants of the 
General Government: and whereas experience proves that 
whatever may be the revenue of a nation, the expenditures 
will be made to cover, if they do not exceed, that revenue, and 
the only way to enforce a just and necessary economy is to 
prevent an accumulation of money In the Treasury beyond a 
bare sufficiency to meet the real and necessary wants of that 
Government: and whereas the authorities of this Union held 
the said lands io trust for the sole use and benefit of the peo- 
ple of the States of this Confederacy, and it is the impera- 
tive duty of Congress to execute the said trust in good faith, and 
in accordance with said written agreements and contracts, and 
to cause the proceeds of said Jands to be applied for the use 
aforesaid, by dividing the same among all the States of the 
Union upon equitable and fair principles : and whereas the 
performance of thatduty at the present time will enable the 
States to foster their systems of common schools, to under- 
take, sustain, and prosecule works of Internal improvement, 
lessen the taxes upon the people, and in a variety of ways will 
promote the prosperity and happiness of the people of this 
Union: Theretore, 

Resolccd, Thata select committee of one member from each 
State shall be raised, whose duty it shall be to inquire inte the 
expediency and propriety of digtiibuting the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands which shall hereatier accrue among 
the several States of this Union; and whether said States should 
be required, upon making such division, to apply the avatls, or 
any part thereof,to any cne or more objects; and whether, in 
the event that the revenue from the receipts of the customs 
and other sources shall be estimated to fall below —-—— mil- 
lions ef dollars, it may be preper to supply such deficiency, 
by special appropriation, outof the fund arising from the sale 
ot the public lands, to meet the necessary expenditures of the 
Government: Provided, in the event of a war between the 
United States and any foreign power, said distribution shall 
cease and be suspended during the continuance of such war. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved the following, which lies over one 
day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War bedirectedto com 
municate to this House the amount agreed to be paid to the 
Caddo Indians by the treaty made with them on July 1, 1835, at 
what times and dates the said suirs were paid, to whom paid, 
by whom paid, and whether the Indians have received said 
sums; if so, whether in money or merchandise; and if the Jat- 
ter, what was its real value. Al-o, that he communicate ail 
the correspondence in the Department relating to the payment 
of said sums, together with all the information in his poss ssion 
connected witn the subject. And the said Secretary of War 1s 
also direcied to Communicate, in a separate report, all the docu- 
ments on file in relation to the negotiation of said treaty with 
the Caddo Indians, and the reservation therein made, the in- 
structions to the commissioners who negotiated the same, and 
all corresp ndence with him or other persons in relation to said 
treaty, or the reservations therein; the righis of the Indians to 
the land wbich was occupied by them; what right or claim the 
persons in whose favor the reservations are made, have or had to 
the same; and generally all documents or infurmation in the 
possession of the Department relating to the rights or claims ef 
the said Indians; the negotiation and execution of the treaty, 
the rights of individuals who have been affected by it: the ob- 
jects of the Government in making said treaty, and any other 
awitter he may thisk proper connected with these objects. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, February 25, 1840. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a number of 
commission merchants and importers of foreign goods, citi- 
zens of the United States, praying a revision of the revénue 
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laws inrelauon to the importation of woollen goods; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed 

Nr. B. also presented the petition of a number of citizens of 
Piitladelphia, Peansylvania, praying a revision of the lawe re- 
lang to the sale and transt: cof American vessels when abroad, 
andthe adoption of measures in conjunction with other nations 
lor the the suppression of the slave trade throughout the world; 
Which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented twelve memorials from citizens of the 
United States, remonstuating against the employment of blood- 
hounds, in prosecuting the war against he Seminole Indians; 
which were laid on the table 

On mouon by Mr. PIERCE, the petition of William Rand, 
how on file, Was referred to the Commitee on Pensiona. 

Ou motion by KING, various petuons ot Joshua Kennedy 
were referted to the Committee on Private Land Claime. 

Me. WALL presented the petition of William P. Rathbone; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions 

The CHAIR submitted documents mm relation to the claims 
of Martin Burke, a soldier of the Revolutionary war, to a 
pension; which was referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. STRANGE, it was ordered that the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Edward Buneombe, now on file, be referred 
to the Committee on Revo!uuouary Claims, 

On motion, it was ordered that Me. KNIGHT be excused 
from serving on the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and 
that the CHAIR make the appointment to supply the va 
cancy. 

Mr. DIXON was accordingly appointed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of New York, which were read, 

Mr. ‘TF. then addressed the Sena‘’e at considerable length on 
the resolations: and after a discussion, in which Mesars 
WRIGIIT, TAPPAN, cad TALLMADGE, participated, 

@n motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the reso.utions were laid on the 
table, an! ordered to be printed, 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which had been ref rred the petition of William Barelay, and 
the petition of the heirs of Joseph Wallace, made adverse re- 
ports thereon; which were severally crdered to be printed. 

Mr._L. also, from the same comrmittne, asked to be discharged 
from the further considera'ion of the peution of Williain D. Fer- 
guson; Which was agreed to. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, reported a bill for the 
relief of George De Passan of Louisiana; which was read, aud 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the Public Lands, te 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, 
Ebenezer Childs, and Linus Thompson, reported the same with. 
out amendment, witha special report thereon, which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committeeon Naval Affairs, re 
ported : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Eckford, de- 
ceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Reynell Coates and Walter R. Johnson; 
which were severally readand ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, trom the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the pettnion of Francis Gehon, reported a bill for 
bis relief; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Matsaque; 

The bill for the retiet of Joseph Bogy; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and the heirs or 
legal representatives of Bartholomew Butcher, Michael Butch. 
er, and Peter Bloom; and e 

The bill to settle the utle to certain tracts of land io the State 
of Arkansas; 
were severally taken up on their third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. F 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive 
business, 

Ard then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvuespay, February 25, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a message from the 
President of the United Siates, ansniuting, in compliance with 
the resolution of the 7th instant, a report fromthe Secretary of 
State, on the subject of the blockade of the ports of China by 
the British: reterred to the Commitice on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communicaticn 
from the Treasury Department, made in compliance with the 
resolytion of the 10th instant, transmitting a report from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Oilice, showing the quan- 
tity of public lands sold in each year since 1830, which have 
been ten, fifleen, twenty, twenty-five, and thirty years in 
the market; and the quantuty of public lands that remain un- 
sold that have been offered for sale for the same periods; and 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, 1 was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the immediate question be- 
fore the House, was the appeal from the decision of the Cratr, 
taken by the geatloman trom Tennessee, (Mr. Bevi,}that un- 
der the 28:h rule of the House, the gentieman from New York, 
(Mr. Fintimore.} who had been declared to be out of order, for 
alluding to the proceedings of, and reading resolutions adopted 
by, the Committee of Elections,in relation to the New Jeisey 
contested election, Could not proceed in bis remarks, unless he 
be permitted to do so by the House, objection having been 
raised to his proceeding. The appeal from this decision was 
the question before the Honse, and upon which the gentleman 
from Rhode Island, (Mr. Tintincnast,} was entitied to the 
floor. 

Mr. GRAHAM asked the gentleman from Rhode Island to 
yield the floor to permit him to offer a resoluuion; which was 
read for information, as follows 


Resolved by the Senate ond Houseof Representatives of 
the United Slates of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the eum of three thousand dollars be, and the ‘same is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to be expended underthe direction of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, to construct two inclined planes 
to the Potumae Bridge, so as to facilitate the running a ferry be- 
tween the broken parts of said bridge; and, alao, to hire the 
use ofa boat, and the necessary hands to work the same, and 
transportall persons, produce, and stock, without charge, over 
that part of the Potomac river from which a portion of the 
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bridge was recently removed and carried off by the ice and 
treshet 

Objection was made to its introduction; whereupon 

Mr. GRAHAM tnoved a suspension of the rules 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas andnaya on that mouon, 
which were ordered; and were—yeas 67, nays dl 

So the House refused to suspend the rules 

Mr. RUSSELL said the character of the House was suffer- 
Ingin the opioion of the comu unily, 'h Consequence ol tie lar 
diness with which the business of the nation Was transacted. At 
least one hundred claims have been matured by Ure conimittees 


wndan opportunity has net been afi yrded them to report ‘Too 
much time was taken up in debate; and i was highly proper 

at the House should now proceed to business Mr. R. then 
moved a resolution, setung aparta poruon of the day tor te 


recepuon ot the re ports of Com#@ittes 
Oyeciion was, however, mace to its recepuon 


Phe SPEAKER suggested to the House that the business of 





the nation could be got along with mor fu i e rule 
and order of business were strictly adhered to A great dea 
of (ime was consumed in mouon tthe ru ) 
ho purpose 

Mr. RUSSELL said he was « pelled, from the nece y of 
the case, to move 4 suspension Oo) the rule I he motlon wa 
wot admissible 

Mr. TILLINGHAST having clair ed bie right to the floor on 
the ippeal, he addrease tthe Ifouse a me leagih in opp 
tion to the decision of theCnan 

Mr. VANDERPUOR! i s colleague [Mr. Fitemons 
hia ee peru ed te proce i wou i { ered 
ott | ch long belture this, and with much fe injury to tl 
public tu ee hi appealed to he gentleman tron Pen y 
vania (Me. Perarnin) to with saw his objection and | i 

t ie proceed, and thereby ive the time of the Il 

Mr. PE TRIKIN declining to willidraw his « ction 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previ 3 question on the ap 
peal, which was seconded, am! the mai jiestio dered 
which main juestion Was, “Shail the lect 1 ol i¢ CHAIR 
stand aa the judgmentot the llouse 

The yeas vod nays havi been previously ordered on this 
juesiion, they were taker, and were yeus ‘ nave Ol 

So the decision of the CHaim wa Hiraned, and the gentle 
man from New York wa H permitied pe ed tn his re 
marks 

Mr. STUART moved that the House proced to the orders of 
the cay 


Mr VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motor 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inguired of the Cuarm what would 





be the business belure the House, in case they telused to go to 
he ordersof the day; and whether the subject of the morning 
hour would not go on 

Phe CHAIR replied tn the ivmative; and said that the ques 
tion would be the motion of the gentlerman from New York, 
(Mr. HWanp,] thathia colleigue (Mr. Finum have leave tu 
) roceed 

Vr GARLAND of Lousiana hoped the & AKER would no 
give his opimion to gentlemen inadvance; tor when the questio 
hould come up he would appeal trem that decist 

Mr. STEWART tien withdrew his m i yt ed to th 


osders of the day 


Mr. K. GARLAND renewed it 





The question was then taken by yeas and nays, and result 
as follows—vyeas 91, nays 110 

Bo the House refuse {to proceed othe otders of the day 

The SPEAKER said the quesuon now belore the House was 
the motioa of the gentleman from New York,|Mr. blanp,| tha 
hes colleague (Mr. Piniumens liay leave to proceed in lis re 
markaon the bject b@iore the Lhouse 

tr. RO GARLAND. Dol ferstand the SPSAKER to decid 
thatthe refusal of the House to proceed Heed ot the d 
thereby Continues the question betore the House when the cail 
lor the orders of th y Was mac 

Phe SPEAKER Pha’ is the eecision of the Carr 
° Me R. GARLAND. ‘Then T appeal trom tha ciston on 
the following grounds, v1 hat the Ttouse having, by a majo 
rity only, retused to proces liod purse ¢ hi isivess on tine 
PPEAKER’S table, and .o the orders of the day, the rules seu 
apart one hour for the consideration of rep from Comiupiltes 
aad resoluuens previous to proceeding to 1 Loutsdiae uid of 
ders, and giving said reports and resoiutions precedence curin 
(hat ume, are not thereby suspended; that can only be done by a 
vowe of two-thirds, that number betug necessary to give the re- 
solution, reported by the Committee of Klectious, polority over 
ill other business, as « produces a change in the order of busi 


ness as estiblished by the rules 
Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question on the appeal; 
| I 
which was seconded, and the mam question ordered 


he nrain question was, “Shall Uv 
stand asthe judement of the Hou 
Mi K GARLAND demanded th yea 
question; which were red, and were—yeas 192, nays 13. 
Sethe detision of the Cua was susiain 


Me HAND then modified his mouon, so as to leave It simply 





that his cojleacue permit ito preceed—his lormer motion 
having been, “to procer Lin order.” 

The question on granting leave was taken and agreed to 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved the tollowing as a modifica 
ren of his substitute forthe origmal propostuon of the com 
mittee 

Resolved, That the Commitice of Elections be authorized to 
report to this House such papers, and h of the:r pro lings 
as they may desire to have printed by order of the House; and 
that they be instructed also to report forthwith which tive of the 





ten Individuals claiming seats from the State of New Jersey, re 


ceived the greatest number of votes from the who'e Beate tor 
Representatives in the Congress of the Untted States at the ele 

ttonot TS8 in said State, with all the evidence of Ghat fact in 
their possession Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be so construed as to prevent or delay the action of satd com 
mittee tu taking testimony, and deciding the said case upon the 


merits of the election 

Mr. FILLMORE then said he returned his thanks to the 
louse; buche would aot avail himselfof the 7 ixstion to 
speak, inasmuch vs | t uld oever subsntt that hmporlant rie 
to the will of a majority He would seek same other opportu 
nity to give his views, when he could exercise the right to do 
s0 10 Virtue of the Consutuiion, and not by the permission of 
a majority. He would, however, so far avail himsel/ of the 
opportunity afforded him to speak, as to amend the resolution 


of Mr. Jounson of Teanessee, by inserting the word “legal” 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


before the word “votes,” and to strike out the word “‘forth- 
with 
Mx FISHER spoke at some length on the merits of the 
question before the House, and, 19 the course of his remarks, 
alluded wo the course the committee had pursued, in delaying 
the report. Ithad frequently undone at night all which it had 
done during the day. He adverted, also, to the course of the 
Opposition, in staving off the question as to who were entitled to 
seats, and the great unwillingness they evinced to give light up- 
on the subject which was new covered up in the committee. 
Mr. F. adverted to the fact that the gentlemen claiming seats in 
virwe of the Governor's certificates had never pretended that 
they had a majority of the votes of the people of New Jer- 
ey, but placed tt on the ground that they held the certificate 
Iie argued at some length to show thatthe vote of the people was 
to entutie to a seat on that floor than the cerufi- 
cate of the Governor of a State, which might be fraudulently 
ruined, He viewed the subject in all its constitutional 
earings, in reply Lo the arguments heretofore advanced to sus- 
tain the rights of the certificate members. ‘The certificate of the 
Governor had been given in thiscase on a one-sided view of the 
8 fully established by the testimony which had been 
| by the House to the Committee of Elections. Mr. F 
ilso Wished to disabuse the public mind ef another thing whilst 





better evidence 








poll, as W 


relerre 





he wasup. The certificate members, after the decision of the 
House against the ceruficates, raised the question that they 
were also entitled to seats, becaure those which the Governor 
refneed to accredit had received two hundred and forty-three 
illegal voces, a list of which they handed in to the House, and 


had refer tu the committee, accompanted by a mass of testi 
mony ui the form of deposiuons taken by them toestablish tho 

Now, said Mr. F. there was not aehadow of proofin the testi- 
mony to sustain the charge above; but, on the contraty, it was 
proved thatthere were ouly (welve iiegal votes, and that these 
had be entlemen who claimed seats on the cer- 
tificate Another allegation had been made by the same gen- 
of elecuion at Saddle river had robbed 
ight vote This, toe, has been proved to 
f foundation. This would be an offence 
i that State; and the party accused 
nged their accusers to present them to the grand 
jury, to be tried for this penal offence. But, said Mr. F. 1 be- 
ieve the accusers never will present the judges of election, as 
was threatened, because the charge was equally unfounded as 
the other as tothe illegal votes, 

He presented many other strong points, which went to show 
that the Hlonse should act on this subject without delay; a full 
report of which will be published hereafter, , 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut regretted that the gentleman who 
had pregeded him had been jaterrupted; and that a wider 
ope had not been allowed, to enable the members of the coin- 
inittee to state all the facts. Hle commented at large on the 
manner in which the subject had been broug!t before the 
House. Ithad been usual to ask of the chairmen of commit- 
tees whether they were ready to report, or at what time it was 
thought the committees could report; but, in this case, without 
iny consultation withthe chairman of the Commutee of Elec- 
tious, the genUleman trom ‘Tennessee had thought proper to in- 
troduce a proposition of an extraordinary character, to compel 
rt without regard to the condition of the 
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be withes 





have chal] 


the committee to repo 
bussiness belore it 

Mr. SMITH yielded to the suggestions of several members, 
and moved an adjournment 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays on that motioa; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 91, nays 94, as follows: 

YKAS-—Mesers. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Brigg 





Andrews, 
Brockway, Wilham ©. Butler, 
Carter, Casey, C itenden, Clark, James Cooper, Mark 
A. Cooper, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Deunts, Dilléu, Evans, Fillmore, 
Fisher, Rice Garland, Gatea, Ge ntry, Giddings, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Henry, Hofi- 
man, Holmes, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, 
King, Lawrence, Leet, Lincola, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Mon 


roe, Morgan, Naylor, Ogie, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Profit, Raa- 
' 








iH, Rando'ph, Rariden, Ra;ner, Reed, Ridgway, James Ro- 
gers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
vy, Valiaterro, Tillinghast, 





Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Swee 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Ed 
ward D. White, Jolin White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liames, and Christopher H. Williams—9I. 
NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. 
Beatty, Beirne, Biackwell, Boyd 
A. G. Brown, Burke, 
Carroll, Chapman, 


Anderson, Banks, 
breweter, Aaron V. Brown, 

Sampeon TH. Buller, W. B. Caapbell, 
Clifford, Coles, Conner, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Cross, Da Davee, John Davis, Doan, Dromgoole, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, Gogein, 
Grifiio, Hammond, Hand, Join Hastings, Hill of N.C. Hol- 
lemnan, Plopkins, Lioward, Hubbard, Jameson, Cave Johnson. 
Nath’! Jones, Jolin W Jones, Keim, Kemble Leadbetter, Leo- 
nard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, MeCarty, McClellan, McCulloh, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Mont- 

mmery, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Ram- 
vy, Reynolds, Rive Robinson, Edward Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Albert Smith, Joho Smith. Thomas Sm th. Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomaa, 
Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thoinpson, Turney, David D. Wage- 
ner, Watterson, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and Woarthington—4. 

So the House refused toadjourn. 








“ Mr. SMITH resumed his remarks; and after characterizing 
the preceeding in relation to this subject as of a most novel cha- 
racter, he thought mt would have been more courteous to the 
committee to have consulted it whether 1t was prepared to 
make areport, belure abruptly thrusting forward a resolution 
directing 1. to report forthwith. He denounced it as unprece- 

legisialion, andinvelved an attack on the committee. 
on in effect svid that the committee was incompe- 
an option on the testimeny betore it, and 
must be reported to the House, to enable 
it to do so It was an implied censure—it was as 
1 as to say that the House had no confidence in 
the committee Iie disapproved the decision of the House 
that the members of the committee should not refer to the con- 
dition of the business before it te show not only that it wasim- 
possible to make a report, but that it would do great injustice to 
the partes lugating,to do so atthis time. Mr. 8. before con- 
cluding, vielded the floor to 


Mr. HOFFMAN, who moved that the House adjourn. 
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Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and nays on + 
motions; which were ordered, and were—yeas 9], bays §) f 
The House then adjourned. ? 





IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, February 26, 1840. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the credentials of the ] 
ALEXANDER ANDERSON, elected by the Legislatur 
‘Tennessee a Senator from that State in the place of the He e 
L. Wuire; which were read. oa. H 

The usual oaths were administered to Mr. ANprERso 
took his seat tn the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the Secretary of War, made in compliance with a 
of the Senate in relation to the line of military posts 
Missouri! river, into the pass or passes of the Rocky Mount 
most usually traversed to descend into the valley of the One 
gon or Columbia river; which was referred to the Select C = 
mittee on the Oregon Territory, and ordered to be printed eas 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a joint preamble and 
lutions of the Legislature of Alabama, In favor ofa ¢ egret 
that State, on reasouable terms, of all the public lan 
ing unsold within her limits, and a graduation and reduction of 
prices. Also,a memorial of the same Legislature, recommen. 
ing various amendments of the late pre-emption law, so s 
extend its benefits to those not embraced by its provisions - 
the time of its passage; and also to extend like privileges 1, 
those who have since made settlements; both of which were 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. , 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of a number of 
tobacco manufacturers In the city of New York, praying that 
an increase of duty mav be imposed upon imported Cigars: 
which was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. * 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of Marcelin Tags 
praying the right of pre-emption to a tract of land; which was 
referred to the Commitee on the Pablic Lands x 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of Anson C Surlls, of 
the state of Louisiana; which was relerred to the Comm; 
ou Private Land Claims. 

Oa motion by Mr. MOUTON, the petition of Jean B. Coy 
reau, now on file, was referred to the Committee on Piiyvate 
Land Claims 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the commission. 
ers ef Kent county, Michigan, praying the right of pre-emptiou 
to a quarter section of land in saidcounty, to be applied to the 
erecuon of a court-heuse; which was referred to the Commu. 
tee on the Public Lauds 

Mr. KING presented a preamble and resolutions of the Le 
gislature ofthe State of Alabama, on the subject of the claun 
of that State against the United States, for advances for the pay 
and subsistence of certain companies of militia and volun: 
teers called into service of the United States during the Creek 
and Seminole hostilities in 1836 and 1837; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. K. also presenteda preamble and resolutions passed by 
the Legis!ature ofthe State of Alabama, instructing the Sena. 
tors, and requesting the Representatives of said State to use 
their,exertions to"procure the establishment of certain mail routes 
within that State; which was referred to the Cowmittee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. YOUNG, the Committee on Roads and 
Canals were discharged from the further consideration of the 
report of the Secretary of War, of the 27th January, in relation 
to the cost of the extension and completion of the Cumberland 
road to Jefferson city; of resolutions of the Legislature of Mis 
souri in favor ef ihe continuation of the national road; and of 
the memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
lowa, in favor of an appropriation for the completion of th 
road from Du Buque to the northern boundary of the State of 
Missouri; and that these papers be filed with the bills to: whiel: 
they relate. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which was referred certain memorials of the Legislative As: 
sembty of the Territory of lowa, severally asking jor 

The improvement of certain Territorial roads; 

The construction of certain roads in said Territory; and 

The construction of a road from Burlington to Fairtield; 
made adverse reports thereon. 

Mr. MOUTON, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of Don Carlos Dehault Delas 
sus, late Spanish Lieutenant Governor of Baton Rouge; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG, agrceably to notice, asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a bill granting to the Mississippi and Rock river 
Cana! Company a portion of the public lands for the purposes 
therein mentioned; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Be- 
CHANAN, Was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That aselectcommitiee be appointed for the pur 
pose of inquiring into the expediency of proposing to the Siaies 
such an amendment to the Federal Constitution as will secure 4 
large specie basis for the circulation of the country, by prolibi 
ing the issue and circulation of bank notes, and other paper cur- 
reucy, of denominations so low as to prevent the circulation 0! 
gold and silver in the ordinary transactions of business, and in 
payment of the wages of labor. 

Mr. WEBSTER was of opinion that Congress, under the 
Censtitution, already possessed full and plenary powers ove! 
the currency, and it only needed a disposition to exercise then 
Even if we voted in favor of a proposition based upon this re- 
solution, there was no probability that a sufficient number ol 
States would accede to it; and by asking them for this power, 
we admit that we do not possess it at present, which wou 1 
place us in a worse position than formerly. He, for one, 4 
not disposed to assist in placing Congress in sucha situation 
Its only effect would be to countenance the idea that the cur 
rency must remain in its present deplorable condition until we 
can unprove it by this roundabout process of an application 1 
the States for an amendment of the Constitution. If this was 
really so, our situation was more deplorable than he had ye! 

imagined itto be. : 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, on this preliminary question, he 
should detain the Senate with but a very brief expesiuon ol his 
views in presenting the resolution. Indeed he had not antic 
pated any debate upon the subject, supposing that Senatrs 
would have waited until the report of the committee should 
be made. 

In the first place, (said Mr. B.) no gentleman will deny the 
truthof the proposition, that itis desirable to infuse into the 
general circulation of the country a much Jasger proportion ° 
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